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| he judge “of the returns’’ generally, not only of the 


Wemocratic Principles of Hef€Kerson. 


everything for the Cause, nothing for Men.” 


Vou. I. 


Look to our Congress, and there we see the same 


FOR THE Cxisis. | Jorm, but of their truth, their regularity and every thing | Whig party using all their skill to embarrass the Ad- 


THE NEW JERSEY CASE, 


else appertaining to them. If it were otherwise, if tiv 


In the last week’s “Crisis,” [ explained the facts in | house, before it is organized can judge only of the form, 


relation to the New Jersey contested election, and ex- 
hibited in proper contrast the conduct of the Whig and 
Administration parties respecting it. Let us now see, 
how far the former can be justified in their attempt to 
introduce into the House of Representatives five per- 
sons who had no right to a seat there. 

Their pretexts were, that the broad seal and certifi- 
cate of the Governor were conclusive of the election 
of the Whig members, and could not be contradicted; 
that the House of Representatives, until it was organ- 
ized, could not go behind the return and examine into 
its truth; and some went so far as to deny that the Go- 
vernor s return could be contradicted, even after the 
organization of the House—contending that the mem- 


t upon a full examination of the whole case. 

If such be the true state of the matter, then is the 
Governor invested with a fearful power; for, his certi- 
ficate will have the effect of electing men to Congress, 
whom the people did not elect; and ue will have the 
power of deciding who is elected, when the Constitu- 
tion declares, that the House shall decide. Of what 
value can be the power given to the House to judge of 
elections, if they are obliged to judge as the Governor 
has judged? The power would be but a mockery! 

But let us see what the Constitution says. It pro- 
vides, that “each House shall be the judge of the elec- 
tions, returns and qualifications of its own members.”’ 

Now} the Whigs say that there can be no House until 
the members have been organized and a Speaker ap- 
pointed; and their object was, to get their 5 Jersey mem- 
bers sworn in, that they might haye a majority, and elect 
a Whig Speaker. For this n, they insisted, that all 
who had the return mast be sworn in, and that, though 
its falsehood was palpable, it could not be contradicted 
in an unorganized body. Is this the true meaning of 
the Constitution? I think not. 

The Constitution speaks of “the House’ in general | 
terms. [t does not make a distinction between the 
House when organized, and /efore it is organized. If, 
then, the members elect, assembled for the purpose of 
organizing, do make a House even before organization, 
they are expressly within the words of the Constitution. 

That the members thus assembled constitute a House, 
is not only well understood in common speech, but it 
is very clear, that the word is so used in the Constitu- 
tion. We not only say the House of Representatives 
elects its Speaker, but the Constitution also says, “‘the 


it can do no more after it is organized; for all its powers, 
whether organized or unorganmed, are drawn from this 
little clause. And what would be the effect, if, even 


the return, and is bound by it, if in proper forin, how- 
ever false and fraudulent it may he? The effect would 
be to violate the Constitution, and put the election into 
the hands of the returning officer, whether he be a Go- 
vernor or a Sheriff; and the people would be cheated 
of their rights, whenever bribery or party teeling could 
prevail on the officer to make a false return, This very 
affair has shown, that such things may be. For here, 


made a return, which, upon a full examination, has 
turned out to be false. And if Congress had not, by 


tricks will not prevail, we might seriously apprehend 


practices. I trust, however, it has scotched the snake, 
if it has not killed it; and that it will be long, before so 
daring an attempt will again be made to give a seat in 
Congress te a whole batch of persons who have not 


been elected. ONE OF THE PEOPLE. 


Aristocracy and Democracy! 
Whig and Democrat. 

In all the various mutations of parties in this coun- 
try, from the days of Jefferson and Hamilton down to 
the present day, there have been and will continue to 
be, but two great and leading characteristics—the one 
tending to an Aristocracy, and the other to a Demo- 
cracy. 

The term Aristocracy is derived from the two Greek 
words—aristus, the nobility; and kruteo, to govern. 

The term Democracy, from demus, the people; and 
krateo, to govern. 

The present party denominated Whig, has from its 
origin “been identified with tmanay écally linked to the 
Aristocracy; and, although it has been changing its 
name as often as the cameleon its hues, yet its charac- 
istic traits are the same, and will always be the same, 
let them adopt as many names as they please, to mislead 
and deceive the ignorant and unsuspecting. 

A slight glance at the principles and conduct of the 
Whig party, will show at once its complete identity 
with the Aristocracy. They were first Federalists. It 
is well known, the Federal party obtained its designa- 
tion as a party from their efforts, in the, origin of our 





the People, and enlarge and expand the powers of the 
General Government as far as possible. Hence it was 





House”’ shall choose their Speaker. It is a House, then, 


they made such vigorous efforts to engraft on the Con- 


before it has been regularly organized. Has any one | stitution the power of establishing a National Bank, 


doubted, that it was a House during the fortnight or 
three weeks this winter that it was without a Speaker? 


and invest it with as many attributes of the British 
Constitution as possible. Hence it was, when the char- 


Suppose any one of the members during that time, had | ter of our freedom had been fixed by the wisdom and 


been arrested or had been questioned for what he said | 
during that time in debate, would he not have been pro- 

tected by the clause, which declares, that the members 

shall be privileged from arrest during their attendance 

at the session of their respective Houses; and “for any 

speech or debate in either /ouse, they shall not be ques- 

tioned in any other place’? If this clause will protect 

the members before the body is duly organized by the 

appointment of a Speaker, &c., it can only be because 

it is a House before it is completely organized. And if 
so, it has the powers of a House in judging of the re- 

turns, for those powers are given in general terms to 

the House, without making any distinction between the 

House before and after organization. 

It will strike every candid mind, that the very time 
for the exercise of this power of judying of the returns, 
is while the body is forming. It is then that it becomes 
necessary, that each member should bring forward his 
credentials, and that they should be examined, that it 
may be known who is entitled to a seat. The force of 
this consideration could not be resisted by the Whigs, 
(as they most falsely call themselves,) and they were 
compelled to admit that the House, even before they 
were organized, had a right to examine the returns, to 


see if they were regular in point of form. Well! if | they could not obtain an ascendancy in the National | 


they have, under this clause of the Constitution, a right 

as a House to judge of the form, have they not the 

right under the same clause, to judge of the truth of 

the return? The Constitution makes no distinction be- 

tween them. The clause does not say each House shall 

be the “judge of the form of the returns," but each shall 
6 


patriotism of gs Democratic founders, and the Consti- 
tution, as it now stands, ushered forth as the only true 
and safe guide for the Democracy, the people them- 
selves, the same Federal party endeavored and yeten- 
deavor to place such forced and erroneous constructions 
on that instrument, as will enable them to filch from 
the People indirectly, what cannot be obtained by the 
plain and palpable meaning of words. It is in such a 
manner they have exerted themselves to fix on the peo- 
ple a high Tariff, an extravagant system of Internal 
Improvements, and a National Bank. This same Fe- 
deral party, with their odious principles, are the same 
party now called Whig. The Whigs, in all their acts, 


their first founders, the Federalists. To effect their ob- 
ject, they do not scruple asto the means. We see they 
have unceasingly striven to obtain power over the peo- 
ple by the basest and most corrupt acts. The conduct 
of the Whig Governor of N. Jersey, and the more re- 
cently developed frauds in the Philadelphia election, 
demonstrate the vilest and most unprincipled fraud, 
that was ever perpetrated in any country. It exhibits 
a bold and daring effort to cheat the Democracy of their 
dearest and most valued rights. The Whigs, finding 
| Councils, by the votes of the people, were determined 
to obtain a supremacy by acts which would disgrace 
the most unprincipled traitor to his country’s rights and 
honor. What! a Sheriff to forge 900 votes in one Con- 
gressional district, and return a Whig member. “O 
shame! where is thy blush?’ 





after it is organized, it can only look into the form of 


the Governor of a State has, from ignorance or design, | 


its firmness, evinced to the whole country, that such | 


the frequent repetition of such vicious and mischievous | 


Constitution, to abridge the rights and privileges of 


are exerting themselves to carry out the principles of 


; ‘ministration, and retard the important business of the 
| country. Instead of accelerating the business entrusted 
to them, and returning to their constituents, they set 
| themselves up as our masters and rulers, and spend the 
people’s money in exertions to prostrate the Adminis- 
j tration of their choice, and throw as many obstacles as 
possible in the way of the business of Congress. In 
all their acts, they exhibit a total disregard to the rights 
; and interests of the country, and seem solely Cont 
upon the attainment of power, regardless of the means 
used to attain it. There is one object in all their shifts 
and turnings they never for a moment lose sight of, 
and that is, to carry out the principles of the Aristo- 
cracy over the rights and interests of the Democracy 
A DEMOCRAT. 


FOR THE CRISIS. 
INSTRUCTIONS 


| To the Whig Cireuit Riding Electoral Slangwhangers 
The approaching Spring elections will no doubt be 
regarded as indicating the result of the next Presiden- 
tial election, It is therefore deemed important that no 
means should be left untried to secure the ttiumph of 
jour party. Our cause is just; and that consideration 
alone, should reconcile us to measures which we might 
j otherwise be unwilling to adopt. It certainly would 
| not be proper on all occasions to gull the people; but, 
jsuch is their ignorance of political affairs, and of their 
)own best interests, that itis perfectly justifiable to prae- 
jtise upon their gullibility, when we know how much 
| their own advantage will be promoted, if we can suc- 
ceed in expelling from office the profligate crew, who 
| have so long kept possession of the spoils, and can get 
| them into ourown immaculate hands. During the last 
| contest between Van Buren and Gen. Harrieon, we re- 
| Sorted to every argument which ingenuity could devise 
to carry our candidate; but, our efforts were unavailing 
The stupidity of the pgople defeated us, and added ano- 
| ther proof to the many we have already had, of their in- 
|eapacity for self-government. We should not be dis- 
/conraged, however, by our past failures. We must re- 
| peat the charge against Van Buren of non-committal- 
|ism upon every subject of importance that has ever 
agitated the country—and defend, as well as we can, 
| the admirable contrivance adopted in Cincinnati of ap- 
| pointing a Committee of Keepers, for the especial pur- 
| pose of shielding our candidate from the responsibility 
of making his sentiments known upon the important 
questions that may be propounded to him. We mast 
reiterate every charge which was ever brought against 
; Van Buren, whether refuted or not. We should also 
| profit by the example of our adversarics. We should 
| tell the people that General Harrison is.a Hero, and 
| has won many brilliant victories, which we will not 
trouble ourselves to describe or enumerate. But, if the 
| people seem incredulous, we can find no difficulty in 
| obtaining certificates to prove what we assert. It is in- 
deed true, that our party objected to Gen. Jackson, be- 
cause he wasa “Military Chieftain,” and (like our great 
leader, “Harry of the West’’) could not reconcile it to 
our consciences to support him. But, in Gen. Harrison's 
case, while we call him a Hero, we may satisfy our con- 
sciences by the reflection, that he was very unlike the 
ferocious Jackson, who was indeed a warrior, whose 
name was terrible to the enemies of his country. Gen. 
Harrison, too, we know, resigned his commission dur- 
ing the most interesting crisis of the war, under pecu- 
lidr circumstances, and was succeeded in his command 
| by Gen. Jackson, who terminated the War in a blaze of 
glory. Our wily opponents called Gen. Jackson “Old 
| Hickory,’’ which no doubt obtained him many thoa- 
| sands of votes. We must, therefore, adhere pertina- 
| ciously to the nickname of our candidate, and call him 
| on all occasions “Old Tip.,”’ “the Hero who never lost a 
| battle.” It is true, that Gen. Carroll, who fought so 
| gallantly with old Jackson, has maliciously declared-in 
|a public speech, that Gen. Harrison never lost a battle, 
because he never was in one, except when he was sur- 
| prised at Tippecanoe, and that on that occasion, there 
| was not found on the field of battle the dead body of a 
| single Indian. But all this is a base calumny, and may 
| no doubt be clearly refuted by numerous certificates. 
We should also profit by our own errors. The Coffin 
Handbills, which were expected to operate so power- 
| fully against Gen. Jackson's election, did not produce 
the desired effect Whether the representations were 
| too sombre in their appearance, or were too badly exe- 
| cuted, or the people were not as gullible then, as we 
| hope to find them now, it is difficult to say. But we 
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should try no more devices of that sort, especially as | 
Van Buren is a mere Civilian, and has not been acenus- | 
tomed, like his “illustrioas predecessor,”’ to “blood and | 
carnage.” But, we might with great propriety resort) 
to pictorial representations of /ag cabins and hard ecder | 
barrels. It would be perfectly fair to have the General 
represented standing near a log cabin, holding his horse 
by the bridle—the cocked hat should by no means be | 
omitted, lest perchance be should be taken for a groom. | 
Much attention should be paid to this part of the en- | 
graving; for, it was remarked the other day by @ siinple- 
ton who had never heard of Gen. Harrison's military 
exploits, and who was reading a sketch of his life, to | 
which was prefixed an interesting engraving of the log | 
cabin, hard cider barrel, &c., with the General in the 
back ground holding his horse, that but for the cocked | 
hat, he should have supposed the drawing represented | 
a grooin who had just led a stallion from the stable.— 
Great care should be taken not to render our candidate | 
ridiculous. Did not our great Whig paperat Richmond | 
remind us the other day in the most doleful terms, of | 
the efficient use made of “hickory poles’ by our oppo- | 
nents in favor of Gen. Jackson's election? Where, | 
then, is the objection to our resorting to hard cider bar- | 
rels, log cabins, loud huzzas, and even raccoon skins, in 
behalf of our Hero? Our oratorical travelling electoral 
Whig candidates must be provided, out of our common | 
fund, with har! cider barrels, miniature log cabins, rac- 
coon skins, and handkerchiefs with suitable engravings, | 
at every Court green, and at every meeting of the people 
which may take place, until the Spring elections are 
over. According to the accounts received from the | 
great Convention at Colambas, (and which our oppo- | 
nents spitefully call the Baboon Convention,) it is said, | 
that the effect of the raccoon skins, cider barrels, log ca- 
bins, &c., was monstrous, and that such an exhibition | 
in eyery State of the Union, would be more efficacious 
than all the Speeches that Clay and Wise ever deliver- 
ed, even including those which they and the other table 
orators delivered in such “eloquent strains” at the 
“monstrous"’ tobaceo factory Clay Whig dinner given | 
at Richmond, on the ever-memorable 24th day of Feb- 
| 
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| 
| 
| 
! 
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ruary, Anno Domini 1840. It is indeed true, that Gen 
Harrison lives ina fine house, enjoys a fat office, and 
likes Champaigne, Burgundy, &c., as well as most peo- 
ple; but, there will be magic in the words log cabin and | 
hard cider, if we can only make the people believe that 

our candidate lives in a log cabin, doats on hard cider, | 
an‘ actually abhors French brandy. 


Little do our adversaries know, bow many thousanis | 
of the log cabin and hard eider hazza boys will be | 
gulled by this profound device. But we should also 
profit, as far aa we can, by the well-grounded hostility 
of the people to standing armies. The Secretary of | 
War bas submitted for the consideration of Congress, | 
a project for organizing the militia. It is true, the Se- 
eretary. estimates the whole expense of the training at 
less than 500,000 dollars; it is. true, that our can- 
didate, General Harrison, has recommended a_ plan 
much more objectionable than Mr, Poinsett's, and more 
consolidating im its tendency; it is true, that General | 
Harrison proposed, as Mr. Poitsett has done, to clas- | 
sify the militia, and to eall out all the officers and ser- | 
geants of the active portion, to be embodied and trained | 
every year at the public charge; and, moreovey, that 
the control, for the purposes of this call, should be ta- | 
ken away from the Governors of each State, and} 
transferred to the President of the United States!—it | 
is also true, that General Harrison did further pro- | 
pose to establish Professors of Gymnastics in every | 
school of the U, S., and Professors of Tactics in all the | 
higher seminaries, thus inercasing the patronage of the | 
General Government, without the slightest warrant 
from the Constitution, and thus throwing a heavy ex-) 
pense upon that Government; and that Mr. Poinsett’s 
plan was stript of any such objections: it is true, that | 
General Harrison did vote in 1800, when he first went 
into Congress, aguinst reducing John Adams's standing | 
army of 2),000 nen; thus playing the part of a Fede-) 


ralist, whilst the Republican members, Nicholas, G les, | 
Gallatin, and others, voted for the reduction of an ariny, | 
which was only ratsed to inerease the pawer of Jolin 

Adams; itistrae, that Gen. H. did thus in feed show bim- | 
self the friend of a large standing army, which was ingi-| 
nitely more exeeptionable than the mere training of the | 
militia, which itself, instead of deserving to be called a! 
standing ariny, prevents the necessity of alarge standing | 
army being raised:—Aut this ts true: but, as we should 

make capital of every thing, we should be loud and ear- | 
nest in declaiming against the plan of the Secretary, as 
a recommendation of a grand standing army, which is 
to cost the country fifty millions per annum, and to en. 
danger our liberties. We must make the President res- 
ponsible for all the objections to the planof the Secreta- 
ry; because, as usual, he has recommended the Report 
to the consideration of Congress. Tf, however, the peo 

ple cannot be made to perceive, that “a well-regulated 
militia,’ (only-a portion of which is proposed to be | 
trained, at a moderate expense, about 10 days in each 

year,) is in fact a standing army, by which the na-| 
tion are to enslave themselves, let us call all our elo- 


| them in their course. 


quence to our aid; let as sppeal for the sincerity of 


|our assertions to “our bird,” that gallant bald eagle, 


which, (in the sublime language of our eloquent Chief- 
tain, to whom it was presented,) “may have accompa- 
nied the army in ita march upon the Thames,’’ and 
“may have descended in a direct line from the very 
eagle who perched upon the banner of the all-accom- 
plished leader of the Macedonians on his passage of 
the Granicus,” &c. Sublime bursts of eloquence like 
that of “our all-accomplished” log cabin and hard cider 
candidate, cannot fail to work upon the passions, even 
should they fail to convince the understanding. The 
prospect of a war with England, should afford no reason 
with modern Whigs for approving of any organization 
of the militia, or of any other measure, which might 
put it in the power of the present corrupt Administra- 
tion to defend the rights of our country, and sustain the 
honor of our flag. Defeats and disasters at the com- 
mencement of a war, would probably oust them from 
office, and eventuate in the complete triumph of Whig- 
gery. Did not our party in the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts, during the late war, solemnly resolve, that it 
did not become a “moral and religious people” to rejoice 
at our victories—a resolution which the Democrats, 
(alias, Tories,) in violation of the Constitution, actually 
expunged from the journal, “an unpardonable sin,” for 
which each one of them should have been “lashed with 
the whip of scorpions naked through the world.’’— 


| Would it not, then, be “moral and religious” in us, (no 


longer Federalists, but modern Whigs,) to defeat any 


| measure of the Tories, which, though it wonld benefit 


the country, would sustain them in power, and thereby 
deprive our party of the benefit of the principle, “to 
the victors belong the spoils,” and on which we have 
practised so effectually whenever the opportunity has 
been afforded us? 1” 

Above all, we should not allow our adversaries to ob- 
tain any advantage over us, by boasting. We should imi- 
tate the example of the illustrious man to whom such 
‘monstrous’ honors have recently been paid. We should 
brag high, and speak in rapturous strains of our recent 
triumphs, especially in New Hampshire. We should 
abuse our adversaries. We have “all the talents, all the 
wealth, all the decency,” and are justifiable in desig- 
nating the ragamuflias to whom we are opposed, by no 
better names than Jacobins, Radicals, Loco Focos, To- 
ries, and any vile name which ingenuity can invent. It 
was remarked by Mirabeau, that ‘names are things.” 
—While, then, we bespatter our adversaries with all 
the scurrilous epithets which our claim to “all the de- 
cency’’ will permit, we should endeavor to aid our cause 
by assuming to ourselves new and more popular names. 
Our inveterate opponent, (Mr. Jefferson,) predicted that 
our party could never again get into power, except un- 
der some new name. We cannot filch from our adver- 
saries the appellation, which has aided them so sneccess- 
fully in sustaining their principles. We cannot eail 
ourselves Republicans or Democrats—bat let us getelear, 
if possible, of that unfortunate name of Federalists, 
which continues to stick to us. It would probably aid 
onr cause considerably, if we would add to the glorious 
name by which we were christened by our good friend, 
the redoubtable Col. Webb, (of Bank memory,) the word 
Repablican. “Republican Whig” sounds well, and 
might serve to disgu se from the ignorant mass our true 
principlesand real views 

It is important, too, that we should encourage fre- 
quent meetings of Whig young men. [If numbers are 
lacking, they need be of no particular age. The gray- 
headed ‘and the bald—indeed all who are not too decre- 
pid to attend, or who are not too old to see, or hear, or 
talk, should be invited and be regarded agyouths while 
engaged in promoting the success of so glorious a canse. 
It 1s said, that at the late meeting of young inen at Rich- 
mond, there was acharmimg and interesting mide of 
gray heads and curly locks, of bald pates, and smooth 
chins, and a most agreeable contrast between the pert 
fitppaney of youth and the garrulity of age—and thit, 
although the old men greatly preponderated, st was a 
‘“monstrous” affair, and went off admirably. From all 


accounts, it was NO HUMBUG, 


TO THE EDITOR OF THR CRISIS. 








On Gen. Harrison's nomination jor the Presidency, 
I, for the first time in my life, bestowed a thought on 
Polities; and | now behold with a lively interest the 
contest, which is going on between the Democrats and | 
the Whigs. No one has ever attempted to influence 
my sentiments on the subject. They are the result, I 
assure you, of an attentive okservation of the conduct | 
of the two contencing parties, and have led me to the | 
determination (a strange one it may appear to yeu!) of | 
supporting the canse.of the Whigs, by all the means in | 
my power. “[ will be candid enongh to confess, that 
{ was not induced to make thi decision from any eon-! 
viction, that they excel their epponents in devotion to} 
the liberty of their country. This, they themselves! 
continually assert to be the beacon which gnides| 
Whether it is so or not, lam 
unable to say; as, (from want of discernment, Tf sup- 
pose,) T have never discovered a manifestation of it in 
any of their measures. Itcannot be expected, however, 


{of preventing the necessity for 


at once into the good or bad tendency of their schemes. 
But the feeling which has always exerted a more pow- 
erful influence than any other in my breast, is that of 
synipathy and compassion for the weak and the unfor- 
tunate—And I have noticed a circumstance in this con- 
test, which I consider to be the very reverse of fair 
play. It ts, that while the Democrats make use of the 
powerful weapons of reason, argument and truth, to 
sustain their cause, the Whigs have none better than /og 
cabins, hard cider barrels, raccoon skins, &c., &e. Vs it 
fair, when men, who have been bronght up in the same 
country and under the same institutions, war against 
each other, that the arms of one party should be so far 
superior tothe other? Was there any such disparity as 
this in the accoutrements of the knights of old, when 
they fought to gain their ladies’ favor? Do not the 
duellists use the same weapons, when they meet to set- 
tle their disputes? You may say, in palliation of the 
ungenerous advantage which your party exercises over 
that of the Whigs, that the choice was theirown, Such 
was my impression at first, but l soon found that I was 
mistaken. J discovered, that from the very first skir- 
uvish, they had been endeavoring to gain possession of 
the weapons of their enemy, but have never succeeded 
inasingle instance. Having thus no other alternative 
before them, the spirit and energy which they have dis- 
played in the use of their log cabins, and the firmness 
with which they have endured the resistless assaults of 
their powerful enemy, have worked upon all the tender 
feelings of my heart to sucha degree, that ] would now 
go through fire and water to benefit their party, so ra- 
pidly declining in every thing but courage. 
A FRIEND OF FAIR PLAY, 





A NEW HUMBUG, 

Amongst the means employed by the Opposition, to 
create hostility to the Administration, one the most 
usually resorted to, is to prevent and misrepresent all 
the measures which are adopted for the public good, 
and every sentiment expressed by the Executive.— 
These persons count too much (according to their real 
opinions,) on the credulity of the people, and upon their 
assumed incapacity to understand the plainest mea- 
sures, and the most obvious principles, Heretofore, 
the friends of freedom have supposed, that the best 
way to prevent the necessity of resorting to standing 
armies, is to organize and discipline the inilitia., This 
furce consists of the yeomanry of the country; men, 
identified in their interests with the great body of the 
people, and who can never be supposed to be subservi- 
ent to the cause of iradegale the obvious reason, that 
it cannot be believed they™Would ever conspire to en- 
slave themselves. This truth is proclaimed in all the 
Stat Constitutions, and in thatof the United States.— 
By the second article ofthe amendments of the Consti- 
tution of the United States, it is said, that ““A well re- 
gulated militia being necessary to the security of a free 
State, the rights of the people to keep and bear arms 
shall not be infringed.” The 13th section of the bill 
of Rights of Virginia declares, “That a well regulated 
militia, composed of the body of the people trained to 
arms, is the proper, natural and safe defence of a free 
State.” The Constitution of the United States gives 
to Congress the power “to provide for organizing, arm- 
ing, and disciplining the militia.”” And, from the time 
of Gen. Washington, most of the Presidents, as he did, 
have recommended to Congress the adoption of some 
plan to carry that provision into effect. Mr. Jefferson 
emphatically did so, upon a plan conforming to that re- 
commended by the present Secretary of War, and ap- 
proved by the President. It is remarkable, that none 
of these recommendations under former Presidents 
ever excited criticism, or gave rise to the imputation, 
that a plan to arm, discipline and organize the militia, 
was ascheme to create a standing army. The plan re- 
commended to Congress by Mr. Poinsett was contain- 
ed in a report made months ago, and yet nothing was 
said about it untillately, when the absurd idea is pro- 
prgated, as one ofthe means to be employed in the elec- 
tionecring compaign, that it was a plan to raise a stand. 
ingammy. An appeal to human credulity eould not go 
beyond th:sattempt. Whilst the patriots of the Revolue 
tion, the enlightened friends of free government, have 
ever considered, that the organization, armmy, andi 
disciplining the militia, were the most effectual means 
standing armies, these 
new Lights pretend to believe, that it will not only 
promote a resort to them, but that the mi/itia are stand- 
ing armies. Cun there be a greater confusion of ideas 
and principles exhibited, than in this palpable attempt 
to gull and inislead the peopte? The provisions of the 
Constitution of the United States on this subject, show 
clearly, that no danger to the public Wherty can arise 
from such a planas at present proposed. 

The 14th clause of the Sth section of the Ist article of 
the Constitution, amongst the powers given te Congress, 
authorises it “To provide for calling forth the militia 
to execute the laws of the Union, suppress imsurree- 
tions, and repel invasions.’ It isto be presumed, that 
noone willdeny the propriety of giving this power to 
the national legislature. 

In the 15th elowse of the same section and article, 


| that novice as Fam in politics, I should be able to see| itis declared that Congress shall have power “To pro- 
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vide for organizing, arming and disciplining the militia, 
and for governing such part of them as may be employ- 
ed in the service of the United States; reserving to the 


| secution of their “calltng,’’ viz: political traffic. 


business wil) hereafler be conducted under the firm and 
| style of Payne & Fontaine. Their advertisement has 





States respectively the appointment of officers, and the {gone forth to the people, and they do most sincerely | 
authority of training the militia according to the disci- | hope their old friends and patrons, and the public gene- 


43 


The | practised, experienced, and skilful officers; and our soil 


might be polluted by the foot of the invader, our cities 
taken and sacked, and our forts occupied, before our 


armed citizens could be taught the elements of tactics, 
jor the simple use of the frelock. And, secondly, it 
will prove a fatal error to suppose that an offieer can 


The habit of 


pline prescribed by Congress."’ The plan suggested by! rally, will continue their support. One of the firm, Mr 
| P., will attend personaliy to the business in Fluvanna be formed by being drilled as a private 
'——Mr. Fontaine, in Hanover. Careful and atientive | command, the prompteye, the firin tone, the self pos 
agents have been employed for Louisa and Goochland, | session in moments of difficulty and danger which in 
| Great quantities of their advertisements have been sent | spire the men with confidence and courage, and are so 
to their euthorized agents in Louisa aud Goochland; and, | essential to secure their ready obedience, are the result 
having the utmost confidence in their activity and zeal, | of practice. The officers and privates who are to act 
ithe firm feels fally confident, that these useful docu- | together in the field, must be drilled together and prac 
j ments will be extensively and generally circulated — | tised, the one to the duties of obedience, and the other 
' The firm thinks it due to themselves, to let it be known, | to those of command. 
j that the agents for Louisa, are the same employed by | “Satisfied that an efficient force cannot be created by 
| Mr. Rives in that county, and who received the highest | drijling the officers alone, as we!! as of the impractica 
| commendations, for their strict attention to business, | bility of rendering the whole mass of the militia availa 
| and indefatigable exertions *n cheating and deceiving the | able at the same time for the defencp « f the country, 
| people, from that “Simon Pore’ of Castle Hill, jand convinced, from the experience “of our past ware, 
| P.S.—The above firm will keep constantly on hand | that it is necessary to organize and discipline a select 
a lurge and well selected stock of subterfuge, misrepre- | body of citizen soldiers, who, in a moment of danger, 
| sentations, sophistry, recipes for obtaining votes; in short, | W ill know their stations, and their duties when assem- 
| all sorts, sizes and descriptions of tools for cutting down | bled there, and who, although separated from the inass 
ja States Right Democratic Government, and building | for ashort ime, will return and impart to it the milita- 
| upon its ruins a sordid central Despotism. All the | ty knowledge andexperience they have acquired du- 
| above mentioned tools just received, per order, direct | ring their period of service, | have prepared the plan, 
from Castie Hine. | the details of which are herewith submitted, agreeably 
; N.B—Messrs. Payne & Fontaine ave sent forth | to the resolution of the House. It is believed that, on 
| their addresses in conjunction. | examining them, it will be apparent that the scheme is 
| <== Sates : ==> | not liable toany one of the objections that are urged 
| + : POLITICS. | against large standing armies; but on the contrary, that 
——— | it will form a select body of well disciplined militia, rea- 


the- Secretary is for arming, disciplining and traiming the 
militia, Congress can enly do so under the sections 
which have been referred to. And still we are gravely 
told, thata plan to carry into effect, these provisions 
as to the militia, is one to raise a standing army, which 
can only be done by an act to create such a standing 
army, to enlist men for it, appoint officers and make ap- 
propriations for theirsupport. Is there a manso obtuse 
as not to see the distinction between these things so 
dissimilar, indeed opposite in their characters ? 

Let it be remembered, that the right is reserved to 
the States to train the militia, according to the discipline 
prescribed by Congress; but what is still more impor- 
tant, the States have the appointment of the officers, 
even when the militia are called into the service of the 
United States. Can any one believe, that a force taken 
from the great body of the people, under officers ap- 
pointed by State authority, could ever be made the 
instrument of abetting any tyrannical measures of the 
General Government, if it should be mad or wicked 
enough to devise them? Would not the existence of 
such a force, called out for a temporary purpose, armed 
and disciplined, composed of men completely identified 
in interests and affections witli the mass of the people, af- 
ford a great security to liberty, and forthe preservation 
of our State institutions, if their rights were improperly 





invaded ? Every reflecting mind must adopt these con- | MILITIA OF THE UNITED STATES. ‘ 
clusions. The use which is attempted to be made of the | Extracts of the Letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a sys- | dy themselves to defend their country in the hour of 
tem of re-vrgunization of the militia of the United states. {danger against any sudden attack, and furnishing a 


recommendation of a measure perfectly constitutional, 
and not only innoxious, but salutary, is proof amongst 
a thousand others, of the character of the efforts made 
by the Opposition, not to enlighten the publie mind, but 
to pervert and mislead it for purposes of political am- 
bition. ONE WHO Is NOT DECEIVED. 
FOR THE CRISIS. 
*T consider, that he” (Mr. Van Buren) “has trampled under his 
feet the most essential principle of Republicanism—the right of the 
people to decide by what laws they will be governed.—He has at- 
tempted to make the people yield up their own deliberate judg- 
ments to lis. He has committed one of the prominent offences 
against the rights of the people, which the King of England did, 
before the Revolution—fatiguing us into compliance with his measures 
—snumerated in the Declaration of Independence, as cause for se- 
paration from the Mother Country, (see that celebrated paper;) and 
recommend to those of my constituents who are so unnecessarily 
preaching the doctrines of instructions to ine, to apply the princi- 


ple to Mr. Van Buren, and to try him by that doctrine.” 
|. Mr. Senator Fontaine. 


It is an old saying, that it is a bad rule which will 
not work both ways. Let us try the Scnator by his 
own rule, or *doctrine.”’ Why does the Senator charge 
Mr. V. Buren with trampling “‘under his feet the most es- 
sential principle of Republicanism’? With doing that 
which, according to the Declaration of Independence, 
was “cause for separation from the Mother Country’? 
Because, he says, the President has continned to re- 
commend the Sub-Treasury scheme, after the peo- 
ple have rejected it more than once. This is not the 
ease, as the Senator will see, by a little reflection. — 
The first time the Sub-Treasury scheme came di- 
rectly before the people of the United States, was 
at the last election for members of Congress— 
and what did the people say? They said, by return- 
ing a majority of Sub-Treasury men, that they would 
have it, notwithstanding the opposition of our “uxTER- 
ririnp”’ Senator, and his Magnus Apollo of Castle Hill. 
Mr. Fontaine is now himself opposing the will of the 
people, and trying to ‘fatigue us into a compliance with 
HIs measures,” although we have said once we would 
not have them, but preferred the measures which he op- 
poses. But what does Senator F. and the would-be U. 
S.S. of Castle Hill, thank of the language quoted above 
and intended to operate against Mr. Van Buren, when 
applied to themselves. Have notthe people, more than 
once, refused to elect, (or which is the same thing, their 
representatives have,) W.C. Rives, to the office of U. 8S. 
Senator? Did not the Legislature, session before the last, 
refuse to elect him, and did not the people have an op- 
portunity of saying last Spring, by voting for Rives 
men, that he should be U.S. Senator? Did they so de- 
cide? On the contrary, did they not say, emphati- 
cally, that he should not be their representative? With 
what sort of grace can they urge this objection to Mr. 
Van Buren now, when they themselves are doing worse 
things than he? 

“O ye wha are sae gude you yoursel, 
Sae pious and sae holy, 
YVe’ve nought to do but inark and tell 


Your neebor’s fauts and folly.”’ 
+ * ~ * *. © * * * 


» Wi? wind and tide fair i’ your tail, 
Right on ye scud your seaway; 
But in the teeth o” baith to sail, 
: It maks an unco leeway.”’ 
Louisa, March 23th. J. 
: COMMUNICATED. 
The Siamese Twins!—Or, Darby and Joan! 
CO-PAR PNERSHIP. 
Mr. Barret G. Payne of Fluvanna, and Edmund Fon- 
taine of Hanover, have this, the Gth day of March, 1840, 
entered into partnership, for the more successful pro- 








“War Department, March 20, 1540. | corps around which the less instructed mass may rally. 
Possessing, in some degree, the military knowledge and 
skiil of regular soldiers, they will be able alike to pro- 
tect their country from a forcign foe, and to guard its 
liberties from any danger that may threaten them. 

“It appears to me that the organization now proposed 
will prevent the necessity of maintaining large stand- 
ing armies, even in time of war. The militia, properly 
drilled and instructed, will be thereby rendered perfect- 
ly efficient, and capable of defending the forts along our 
maritime frontier, which, in the absence of such an or- 
ganization, would require a regular army of fifty thou- 
sandmen. At present, the militia cannot be rendered 
immediately available against a surprise; whereas, un- 
der the proposed organization, they would repair to 
their stations atthe first alarm, and would be efficient 
soldiers when there. In case of war, those stations 
would become permanent, and arrangements might ea- 
sily be made so as to render the service as Jittle burden- 
some as possible to the artizan and mechanic. 

“Every precaution has been taken to avoid all inter- 
ference with the rights of the States, or to lessen their 
means of defence. The militia will be called out im the 
mannerat present provided for by law, and no change 
is contemplated in the mode of officering the several 
corps of which the active class will be composed. 

“It will not abstract a single man froin the defence of 
the State where he resides, nor separate him from the 
class of citizens to which he belongs. It will,on the 
contrary, strengthen the defences of each State, by 
furnishing it with a well organized and well disciplined 
force, taken from the people, and making part of the 
people equally interested with their fellow-citizens im 
the preservation of free institutions, and ready at all 
times to guard the territory and the liberty of their 
country. Neither does it interfere, in any manner, 
with the constitutional rights of the States to train 
their own militia according to the discipline prescribed 
by Congress, because the active militia will be employ- 


“Sir: In compliance with the resolution of the House | 
of Representatives, of the 9th inst., “that the Secre- | 
tary of War be requested to communicate his plan, in | 
detail, for the re-organization of the militia of the t .| 
States,’’ I have the honor of submitting the following | 
Report: 

“The impossibility of guarding our exposed frontiers 
by the small] regular force of the United States, renders 
it necessary that some plan should be devised to make | 
the militia available without burdening the country, | 
either by too great an expense in maintaining it in the | 
field, or by abstracting too large a number of useful citi- | 
zens from the productive labors of agriculture or of 
| the mechanic arts. 
| ‘The mass of the militia of the Urited States, as at | 
| present organized, does not fal! short of one million | 
| five hundred thousand men; and every day that they are | 
mustered for inspection or exercise abstracts at least} 
one million of dollars from the earnings of labor, with- | 
out adding any thing whatever tothe military efficien- | 
cy of the country, and too often affecting injuriously | 
the moral condition of those who are assembled for the | 
purpose. Left by the little instruction they receive on 
such occasion, without discipline, subordimation, or | 
knowledge of the use ofarms, and totally ignorant of | 
the manner of taking care of themselves or of each | 
other in the field, such a militia, if called out in mass, 
would rather prove a burden than an assistance to the | 
army employed in the defence of the country, as is 
shown by the experience of General Washington, re- | 
peatedly expressed in his correspondence, as well as 
by the result of more recent events during the last war. | 
it is true that, in the principal cities of the United | 
States, there are to be found well organized, disciplin- | 
ed,and soldier-like companies, battalions, regiments, | 
brigades, and divisions of yolunteers; men who, indi- 
vidually and collectively, would do good service in the | 
field. But any one acquainted practically with war! 





coolly and skilfully, on the field of battle, are not the 
most necessary qualifications of the soldier. They are 


in the police and military administration of an army. 
This instruction, so essential, and without which it is 
imposssible to form the soldier, cannot be given in a 


branches of service as the soldiers themselves. I spea 
of the generality of the militia officers. It must be im- | 


discipline, and render every way fit for-service in the 
field, the unwieldly mass of the militia of this vast coun- 
try, which will soon ascend to two millions of men, 
must fail for want of means, and leave the country ex- 


fended by armed but undisciplined multitudes 
“It has been supposed, that it will be sufficient to in- 
struct the officers only, and that the privates can, un- 


stantly, by the magic voices of good commanders. 
This isa double and most dangerous error. In the first 
place it requires time to forma soldier, under the most 





der well instructed officers, be formed into soldiers in- | 


knows that to fight bravely, and even to maneuvre | 4 by the President during the period they are prepar- 


‘ing for warlike service in the garrison and inthe field. 


And while the States have all the advantages which 


perhaps, the most common, and the least often called may result froma well organized and disciplined mili- 
into action. Soldiers must be taught their duties i" | tia, they will, at the same time, be exempt from the 
garrison, and in the field, in marching and encamping, | losses, expenses, and evils which follow, necessarily, 


from the assemblage of large multitudes for merely a 
nominal military instruction. It is to be considered, 
also, that a portion of the iilitia are provided with op- 


day’s training, by officers nearly as ignorant of these | portunities for the attainment of the essentials of mili- 


tary knowledge; and, at the same time that they relieve 
the remainder from an onerous and useless burden, 


parted by veteran and skilful officers, in garrison and|they themselves will not be oppressed by an undue 
in camp, and to men and officers alike; and it must be | amount of military service being required of them: but, 
imparted toa few atatime. Any attemptto organize, | on the contrary, by comparing the time which, under 


the present system, is devoted to that object, it will be 
found that there is but very little additional service, if 
any, required, and for that time they will be sufficient- 
‘ly compensated. The compensation contemplated is 


“ean 2 m terrible ag albe wg Nteg a . jadequate under a good administration of the laws pro- 
rst burst of war upon its frontiers, if they are to be de- | 


posed, which are to be made uniform in their ap- 
plication, by regulations to be issued by the Pre- 
sident so as to prevent any expense to the citizen 
'who is thus called out; though it may not rise, im 
amount, to the sum which his pursuits in social life 
might afford. The total amount required to recom- 
pense the militia to be called out for exercise will be 
prifling, when compared with the loss of time experi- 
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enced by our fellow-citizens under the present imper-|enemy of his country, or a tory, who had fought 
fect organization, and of the serious evils to which the | against him in the struggle for liberty, and he should 
youth of the country are exposed by the frequent at-| be provoked to commit an assault in defending the 
tempts now made toimpart to them a very imperfect! honor of his Government—by our laws he may be pro- 
knowledge of the duties of the soldier. The subjoined | secuted ‘and fined. He is poor and unable to pay his 
plan will, it is believed, tend to diminish if notentirely | fine. What would follow under the provisions of this 
remove such evils, and will also, by engendering an' section? He ts pusticty ADVERTISED FOR 
esprit du corps throughout the militia of the several | SALE—he is dragged by the crier along the streets— 
districts, elevate in the mind of every citizen the cha-| the man who provoked the assault bids the amount of 
racter of the duties which he is required to perform, | the fine and costs for the shortest term of service, say roR- 


and thus make more certain the resulte which are hoped | ry yeans—THE OLD PATRIOT IS SOLD TO HIS 


for by this system of military precaution and defence.| PERSECUTORS, and driven in triumph into BOND- 
In preparing the details of the proposed re-organization AGE. Any unfortunate citizen, who, in an unguarded 
of the militia of the United States, I have been govern- | moment, might be thus subjected to the payment of a 
ed by an earnest desire to place the country in an at-/ fine, would be liable tobe SOLD, under this section, 
titude of defence, and, at the same time, to secure it and DRIVEN INTO SLAVERY BY A FREE NE.- 
from the necessity of maintaining at any period a large | GRO, should snch a negro choose to become the pur- 
standing army; to render the militia effective, without | chaser. This would be revolting to every principle of 
withdrawing too large a number of our fellow-citizens | humanity, and a disgrace to the age in which we live.”’ 
from their occupations at any one time; and to diffuse) Worse even than this—the law makes no difference 
throughout the community generally some kn wledge | whether the person sold be @ man or a woman. “Any 
of military service without taxing the Treasury too) person’’ might be sold, and any person might become 
heavily. All this, it appears to me, will be effected by | the purchaser, Suppose the daughter of a poor man 
drilling, during four years, one hundred thousand men, | should drive a wagon over a toll bridge at a faster gait 
for a period not exceeding thirty nor less than ten days | than a walk. She is prosecuted and fined: and if too 
in each and every year, atsuch times as may least in-| poor to pay the fine and the expenses, she might be 
terfere with their ordinary occupations; and for an/ sold asa “Servant” to a negro, if he choose to be- 
equal term, keeping that force so organized that it may | come the purchaser, or to the keeper of a house of in- 
serve as a reserve ready to act in cases of emergency: famy! The young, the inexperienced, and the virtu- 
doing, in the meanwhile, ordinary militia duty, such. ous, might in this way become the stave of the most 
us is now required by law in the several States. The abandoned and infamous. It will be seen that persons 


expenses of the system, which, if carried out, would | 


place the United States in an impregnable state of de- | 


fence, will not exceed $1,362,093 yearly, if the maxi- 
mum number of days for drill be adopted by Congress; 
and as it is believed that ten days in each and every 
year will prove sufficient, the annual expense will be 
Joss than $500,000." 
( From the Columbian ( Ct.) Register.) 
THE WHITE SLAVES. 

“Gen. Harrison, when a member of the Ohio Legis- 
Jature, voted that white men, when imprisoned for the 
non-payment of small sums of money for fines or costs, 
should be sold at the post as slaves, at beat of drum, to 
serve a master till the money was earned.” 

' This statement the Palladium has the impudence to 
call an “old slander.”” Butit is nevertheless true, in 
every particular, to the very letter. An “old slander,” 
is it? We havea copy of the law now before us, cer- 





tified by the Secretary of State of Ohio, and the name | 


of William Henry Harrison is recorded among those 
who voted for it, But let the act speak for itself, and 
the reader can then see how exactly the above article 
describes it. The most material part of the section 
referred to is as follows: , 
“Beit further enacted, That when any person shal! be imprison- 
od either on execution or otherwise, for the non-payinent of a fine 
or costs, or both, it shall be lawful for the sheriff of the county to 
sell out such personas aservant to any person within the State, 
who will pay the whole amount due for the shortest period of ser 
vice; of which sale 
and upon such sale being effected, the Sheriff shall give to the pur 
chaser a certificate thereof, and detiver over the prisoner to him, 


from which time the relation between such purchaser and the pri- | 


soner shall be that of Masten aNp seRvanr until the time of ser- 
vitude expires.” 

The Federalists say, however, that these white 
slaves were ‘thieves, robbers, §c.”’ This again, is an 
impudent falsehood. Thieves, robbers, forgers, and 
that class, were treated much more kindly by the laws 
of Ohio, than the poor people whom General Harrison 
voted to sell as slaves. The thieves and robbers were 
sent tothe State prison, where they were well housed, 
comfortably clothed and fed—taught a nseful trade, and 
above all, were put under a keeper.of excellent moral 
character, known to be humane, though strict, appointed 
by the State, not because he made the best bid, but be- 
cause the public had every confidence in his integrity, 
capacity, andexemplary morals. But this Harrison law 
had nothing to do with such persons. It applied to 
trifling matters, generally not involving any moral 
guilt, and not punishable by imprisonment, but for 
which small money fines are imposed; such as assaults 

iving over atoll bridge ina faster gait than a walk 
—buying a lottery ticket—not turning out to work on 
the highways when warned—refusing to accept some 
petty town office—retailing without a license—ped- 
dling tin ware without a permit—playing at nine pins, 
and the like. All persons transgressing in these parti- 
culars, if too poor to pay the fine, or costs, on convic- 
tion, might be sold like cattle in the shambles. 
revolutionary soldier, when insulted by a tory till he 
could stand it no longer, if he permitted the spirit of 
'76 to so far get the better of him as to return the in- 
sult by some trifling assault, might be knocked off to 
any person who made the best bid. That this was the 
operation of the law, is apparent from the debates that 
took place at thetime. General Lucas, who was then 


amember of the Senate, and was afterwards the De-| 
posed it, and the fol- | 


mocratic Governor of Ohio, 
lowing is an extract of the s 
occasion: 

“What will be the operation of this section, said 
Mr. Lucas. We will suppose a case—suppose one of 
the patriots of the Revolution should be insulted by an 


ch made by him on that 


iblic notice shall be given at least ten days: | 


An old! 


counnitted “upon execution” for costs merely, might, if 
too poor to pay, be disposed of as slaves under this bar- | 
| barous and revolting act. It is not true, as stated in 
‘some of the Federal papers, that Thomas Morris, the 
| late Democratic Senator from Ohio, voted with Gen. 
| Harrison for this law. But itis true that Eli Baldwin, 
who was some years afterwards run for Governor, be- 
ing atthe same time a member of the Ohio Senate, voted 
for it, and itis further true, that such was the strong 
feeling against him for this vote, throughout the State, 
that he was defeated by the people at the polls. 


| An attempt is made to excuse this plan of selling 
| poor white persons into slavery at public auction, by 
| saying that asimilar law was passed by the Legislature 
of Maine, nearly twenty years ago. That would be no 
} excuse if it was so, any more than the law of ancient 
| Federalism in this State, which authorized the selling 
of a poor debtor. But the Maine law was a very differ- | 
entthing from the Harrison Jaw, though we think them 

both wrong. In Maine the county court had the super- 
intendence of the proceedings, and if they saw fit to 
puta prisoner out to service they might doit. But not 
;at public auction—no cry of going, going—gone! to 
|“any person,” black or white, infamous or not, who 
should wish to become the purchaser, but to such per- 
son as the sheriff, under the direction of the court, 
might see fit to contract with, and deemed worthy of 
the trust. 





| 





| (From the Globe. 
PRICES CURRENT. 

The tactics of the leading organs of the Opposition, 
in parading the present low prices of several commodi- 
ties, seems to call for a brief notice. While among the 
more decent, the causes of the existing depression are 
studiously suppressed, by the more profligate they are | 
flippantly attributed to the Sun-Treasury—a measure | 
which has not yet been adopted, but which must, ig the 
view of all experienced and judicious men, afford, toa 
certain extent, and efficient safeguard against the recur- 
rence of similar evils to those under which the country 
is now suffering. 


It is, unhappily, no new thing in the history of the 
United States, that commerce should become embar- 
rassed, and prices suddenly decline, from the operation 
of the identical causes which have been at work during 
the last three years. Repeated instances of this kind 
might be induced. We will, however, content our- 
selves with referring tothe great revulsion of 1819. The 
| prodigal expansion of paper currency by the Bank of 
the United States during 1817 and 1s18—the great ex- 
portation of specie, occasioned by the plentifulness and 
comparatively cheapness of this factitions substitute, 
plunged that great corporation into the deepest difficul- 
ties. Notwithstanding it then exercised unlimited con- 
trol over all the receipts and expenditures of the General 
| Government, the suspension of specie payments could 
only be averted at that time by a struggle to severe, as 
to require sacrifices of property on the part of its 
debtors, far exceeding any thing we now hear of — 
The memorial to Congress of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Philadelphia i April, 1820, which may be | 
found at length in Gales and Seaton’s State Papers, | 
Finance, Vol. 3d, page 533, shows that the price of | 
| Hour had declined in that city, in as short a time, from 
twelve dollars per-barrel to four dollars and seventy- 
five cents, and that real estate and other property had 
fallen in a proportion etill more ruinous. In Niles’s 
Register, im the years 1819 and 1520, the vast fall of 
prices in every part of the country may be found stated 
in detail, The distress produced at that time by the 

















operations of the Bank at Ph:ladelphia, the seat of ins 


- half century. 


power, was but trifling, compared with the general de- 
vastation of property it occasioned throughout the South 
jand West. Most of the local banks in those regions 
| were prostrated. There was nocommercial medium in 
circulation either for the payment of debts, or for the 
transmission of merchandise to market. The measures 
\of relief adopted by State authorities—the confusion 
| and general disorganization resulting from this state of 
things which was produced directly and immediately 
| by the operations of the Bank of the U. S.,are too well 
understood to need specification. The ruin of farmers, 
merchants, and manufacturers, was almost universal in 
many extensive sections of the Union, which had been 
previously the scenes of the highest temporary pros- 
perity, occasioned by the flood of speculation. Such 
artificial spring tides are as inevitably followed by a 
corresponding ebb, as in the ocean itself., The laws of 
trade are as inexorable as those of the solar system. 

In view of the repeated experience of our mer- 
chants and manufacturers, it, can only excite amaze- 
ment in the mind of every reflecting man, that any in 
d.vidual of either of these influential classes should be 
desirous to perpetuate a system of management which 
has visited upon them such destructive influences.— 
One would suppose thatthe manufacturing and bank- 
ing corporations had already suffered quite enough 
by their subservience to the schemes of “the Great 
Regulator.’ Yet we find it stated in the leading Fe- 
deral organ, published at the capital of New Hamp- 
sbire, that the proprietors of the great manufacturing 
establishments on Merrimack river, comprising Low- 
ell, Nashua, Manchester, and other principal seats 
of manufacturing industry in the East, have lately 
determined to enforce a large reduction of their pre- 
vious rates of wages. Those who have examined 
the history, and understand the consequences of com- 
binations, whether of employers or operatives, for the 
purpose of compelling one party or the other to submit 
to deductions or enhancements of wages, by general 
consent, will not fail to pereeive the ultimate results 
ofsacha measure. Whether these wealthy and pow- 





, ful corporations have been induced to make common 


cause with the combination avowedly entered into by 
the banking corporations for the purpose of expelling 
sound currency from circulation, and to compel both 
States and individ«als to trample upon the provisions 
of the Constitution of the United States in the practical 
medium for payments of debts, is left to be inferred 

When private corporations think proper tocombine for 
such purposes, and like the feudal robbers of old, com- 
pel their vassals to hazard their welfare to carry their 
schemes into execution, they must bear in mind that 
the ignorance and stupidity of the American people, 
on which they have heretofore relied for success, has 
given place to a different state of things. Within the 
last three years more progress has been made in general 
information on these subjects than during the previous 
Dearly, indeed, have many merchants 
paid for this increase of their knowledge. It will be 
found somewhat too late in the day for a few monopo- 
lists, revelling in the enjoyment of exclusive privileges, 
to coerce the citizens of this country into submission 
by inflicting “surreRinGs’’ upon our productive in- 
dustry. The grand attempts made in 1534 and 1837 
show the futility of such enterprises. A few individu- 
als may be cajoled or intimidated; but the great body of 
the people, under the increased knowledge of the truth 
which now pervades ali classes, will vindicate their 
birthright. Nothing is of so much importance to the 
bulk ofevery community as the means of subsistence. 
Those who have repeatedly swindled all classes out of 
the just rewards of their Jabor, and who now propose, 
if their leading organs are to be believed, to cheat 
them on a scale still more gigantic, in order to con- 
firm their irresponsible power, will do well to reflect 
upon the consequences of an undertaking so inimical 
to credit and property. We shall hereafter resume this 
subject. , 





(From the “* Old Hickory,” Springfield, ( 11.) March 9, ) 
A WHIG CATECHISM. 

In his eloquent speech on the Sth of January, Gov. 
Carroll, one of the heroes of New Orleans, Enotochop- 
co, Emuctaw, &c., after giving the character of Gen. 
Harrison as coming within the pale of his own personal 
knowledge, asked “who fought the battle of the 
Thames?’ J answer (said he) “Col. Johnson.”’ “And 
who fought the battle of Tippecanoe?”’ | answer (said 
he) “Joe Daviess and the Indians.’"’ The Governor 
was so warmly applauded, that we have thought proper 
to annex a few other questions of a similar character, 
which we find in an Olio paper: 

Question. What General encamped on ground choe 


}sen for him by his enemy,and was afterwards caught 


napping in his encampment? 

Answer. General Harrison. 

Q. Where was General Harrison at the battle of the 
Thames? 

A. In a reserve corps, and out of harm’s way. 

Q. Who reconnoitered Fort Stephenson in person, 
and found it so commanded by the high ground in its 
neighborhood, as to be utterly indefensible against hea- 
vy artillery; and learning that his station was about to 
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be assailed, thought it proper to withdraw the garrison 
of 5000? 

A. Gen. Harrison. 

Q. Who, after he was arrested for disobeying Har- 
rison's orders in respect to evacuating the fort, and 
burning the provisions, convinced General Harrison 
that he could successfully defend the fort with 133 men, 
and did so? 

A. Major Croghan. 

Q. Who was appointed Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to Columbia, and was recalled 
for his meddling interference with the Government of 
that country? 

A. Gen. Harrison. 

Q. Who objected to the nomination of Gen. Harrison 
as Minister to Columbia, in consequence of the incom- 
petency of the nominee? 

A. Henry Clay. 

Q. Who received $24 65 per day for living quietly 
at bome on his own farm below Cincinnati, and at- 
tending to his own business? 

A. Gen. Harrison. 

Q. For how many days did he receive that sum, 
while living on his farm and neglecting the duties as- 
signed him as Minister to Columbia? 

A. One hundred and twenty-six. 

Q. How much did Harrison’s mission to Columbia 
cost the U.S., for which he rendered no services? 

A- Will the Whigs be so good as to cypher it up? 

Q. Who became so obnoxious to the Government of 
Columbia and her citizens, that he came near being 
assassinated? 

A. Gen. Harrison. 

Q. Who was a supporter of the Administration that 
passed the alien and sedition law? 

A. Gen. Harrison. 

Q. Whose name was stricken out of a resolution in 
the U. States Senate, voting honors to the officers of 
the late war? 

A. General Harrison's. 

Q. Who was denied a sword as a badge of General- 
ship, by the citizens of New York? 

Gen. Harrison. 

Q. Who was acandidate for the Legislature in Ha- 
milton county, and was beaten? 

A. Gen. Harrison. 

Q. Who was a candidate for Governor of Ohio, and 
only received 4,000 votes out of 50,0007 

A. Geueral Harrison. 

Q. Who prayed for war, pestilence, and famine, in 
preference to a military chieftain being elevated to the 
Presidency? 

A. Henry Clay. 

Q. Who now supports General Harrison for that of- 
fice on account of his military achievements exclusive- 
ly? . 

A. The same Henry Clay and the whole Whig 
party. 

To which may be added: 

Q. Who voted for selling white men into slavery by 
the hands of the sheriff, for the non-payment of “fines, 
and costs, or both?” 

A. General Harrison. 





WHIG FLASH DICTIONARY 

The genteel rogues in London have a language pe- 
euliar to themselves, by which they ean be understood 
by each other, when the uninitiated present are either 
mystified or entirely misled. This language is called 
flash, or ‘sometimes, according to “ Tom and Jerry,” St. 
Giles's Greek. The American Whigs, alias Old To- 
ries, or Federalists, like the genteel rogues of their mo- 
ther country, have their flash also, which only the 
knowing ones, their leaders, perfectly understand, and 
by which the honest, well meaning ones of their party 


Constitution and the people. 

Chivalry—shooting, stabbing, and lynching those 
men of talents, respectability, honesty, and patriotism 
who sustain, or sustained, the present and last admin- 

istrations in Congress. 

Purity—receiving bribes, in the shape of subscrip- 
tions, presents, discharge of debts, or professional fees, 
for pretended services never to be performed. 

Patriotism—selfishness, political self-interest, sacri- 
ficing the good of the many to that of the few—the bene- 
fit of the working classes to the sole advantage of thie 
moneyed interest [Boston Post 
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* A wise and frugal Government which shall restrain men from 
injuring one another; shall leave them otherwise free to regulate their 
own pursuits of industry and improvement; and shall not take from 
the mouth of labor the bread it hax earned. This is the sum of good 
government.— Mr. Jerrerson’s LNAUGURAL ADDRESS. 





_Address 
Of the Central Committee, appointed by the Republican 
Convention of the 20th February, to the citizens of 

Virginia 
Fettow Citizens:—The period is near at hand, 
when you are again to exercise the great right of free- 
men—the right of selecting your own public servants, 
| the organs of your supreme will. This proud right, 
| practically and fully possessed by the American people 
lonly, was never amongst us, perhaps, invested with 
| intenser interest, nor environed with greater hazards, 
than will attend its exercise on the present occasion. 
We would commune with you, fellow citizens, 
the part, which, as brethren, sustaining a great 
| common cause the crisis requires us to pertorm; and 
| particularly as sentinels on duty, stationed by com- 
| mand of the Democracy of Virginia, to watch for dan- 
| ger and give warning of its approach, we solemnly 
summon you to the coming conflict, by your devotion 





stincts which bind us to the protection of our families 
and fire-sides. For, most truly are all, all fellow-citi- 
zens, the Constitution, the Union, the liberties of our 
| common couniry, the quiet of our beloved Virginia, the 
| safety, the very existence of our domestic circles, and 
of the endeared objects that cluster there, are assailed 
by a reckless and desperate cabal; and must depend for 
rescue and protection upon the patriotism, the spirit, 
the activity of the Democratic freemen of the land. 
Let it be anxiously borne in mind, that in the ap- 
| proaching elections are involved not only the redemp- 
tion of Virginia from the prostration and thraldom to 
which violence and perfidy have reduced her, and her 
| restoration to the proud eminence from which she was 
| wont to be seen as the beacon light to her sister States, 
| but likewise the influence which her voice and exam- 
ple will exert upon the great issues soon also to be de- 
termined, viz: whether the peace, the prosperity, the 
union of our confederacy shall be preserved and pro- 
| moted in conformity with those equitable compromises 
which gave that confederacy existence, or whether the 
blessings just enumerated, shall, with every other we 
enjoy, be swallowed up in usurpation; corruption, fa- 
naticism, anarchy and civil war! Coeval almost with 
the foundation of our government, there were formed 
two political divisions in the country: the one, inculea- 





acknowledged to be legitimate parties to our political 
condition:—the other, the friends of distinction and 
privilege, endeavoring by the influence of wealth, of 





| office and of monopoly, to assume over the multitude a | 


superiority which the genius and the forms of our in- 
{stitutions both forbade. But this latter division, the 
| Federalists of former days, whilst verging to aristocra- 


| who impudently blackguard and vilify the friends of the 


'to our liberties, and by those warmer and holier in- | 


ting a perfect equality of rights in all who were | 


are humbugged and deceived. We have obtained a cy, contained, nevertheless, many of the better ele- 
few words and phrases, with their meaning in good ments of social life. There were to be found in it some- 
English; and we have made arrangements for acquiring | thing resembling the integrity of principle—some pride 
others, which, as we receive them, shall be communi-| of consistency and of character—some what of the ele- 
cated to our readers. We now give a specimen: vation and the decorums of self-respect, and with- 
The People—the moneyed aristocracy; the rich and al, a sanctimonious reverence for the Union. It was ex- 
fashionable, including those men of talents who be- | empt from many of the chaotic and incendiary ingredi- 
come their tools, and are rewarded by bribery or office.|ents that énter into the composition of the modern 


The good of the People—the good of the rich few to, Whig party; a more recent modification of Federalism, | 


the disadvantage of the ne many. . a j and a political phenomenon, which is the unenviable 
Loco Foco—every thing which has for its especial doc- | distinction of our day to have produced. In this ex- 


trine the benefit of the great body of the people, |traordinary combination of malcontents, are found 


Algrarians—those who are in favor of allowing the} men whose abhorrence and abuse of cach other, and of | 


people at large the same rights, privileges, and oppor- | their respective opinions, it is impossible in the com- 
tunities of acquiring property, office, distinction, and | pass of language to exceed:—who have recanted no 
honor whieh the rich and fashionable possess. imputed error, acknowledged or atoned for no past de- 

Expounding the Constitution—so construing and dis-|linqn ney; yet whose angry personal antipathies and 
torting its meaning, thet it shall be as near as possible | irreconcilable contrarieties of opinion, are wholly sup- 
to what the old Royalists, or Federalists, originally | pressed for the time by their stronger hatred of De- 


wished to make ‘it; that is, a monarchy or aristocracy,!mocracy and by their maddening hunger for power | 
in which the people, the laboring and industrious | and place. We see these men rush suddenly and! 


classes, shal] have no voice or influence. iscandalously into combination, in an effort against 
Great Expounder of the Constitution—any one, who|the Constitution; azainst the liberties and happi- 
has the ability to cause such a construction to be adopt- | ness of their country; and the means to which they 


ed, in any considerable degree, by the courts of law 
and the legislative bodies. 

Men of Talents—all the shallow-pated fellows who 
write and bellow in favor of Whig office-seekers, and 


have resort, are strietly in character with their unhal- 
lowed ends. ‘These means are, falsehood, corruption, 
seurrility, hectoring, and worse than all, the dark and 
remorseless spirit of Abolition—a Demon, which, un- 
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| less it shall be speedily laid, is to bathe our country in 
blood. : 

By indefatigable and unscrupulous applications of 
such means they seek to deceive the People, and to 
array them against their true friends and benefactors 
They denounce and vilify every patriot who has as- 
sisted in exposing and trustrating their sehemes for 
power, and clamor perpetually about reforms to be ac- 
complished, whilst they studiously conceal from the 
people, whose confidence they demand, any specific 
knowledge of their principles or their policy; or so fat 
as these are incidentally disclosed, they prove to be the 
very consummation of abuses the most hideous. For 
examples of Federal or Whig principles and measures, 
we need not go back to the Alien and Sedition laws, 
the direct taxes and the standing army of the first Jno. 
Adams; nor can there be need of exemplify ing the no- 
torious barter of the elective franchise, and sacred prin- 
ciple of representative responsibility, by which the se- 
cond Federal Administration was brought into office— 
nor the claim to an unlimited power of promoting the 
general welfare; of protecting manutactures at the 
ruin of commerce and agriculture; of maintaining 

, withm the limits of the States in defiance of their an- 
thority, a vast Federal corporation, invested with the 
national revenues as a meanof debauching and buying 
up the national morality—of seizing upon the soil and 
territory of the States, for purposes of Federal jobhing 
and patronage, under the name of Internal Improve- 
ments. We need not recur to these leading and vaun- 
ted measures of this second Federal Admifistration or 
its arch creator Heury Clay, the master workman now as 
busily employed to fabricate another precious specimen 
of Whig Mosaic. We may find nearer our own time, 
nearer too (and we blush to acknowledge it,) to our 
own home, striking instances of contrast between the 
plainness, the directness, the stern adherence to truth 
and to principle that mark the genuine disciple of De- 
mocracy, and that suppleness, crooked insincerity and 
revolting insensibility to shame, which distinguish the 
converts or yotaries to Whigism. Let us illustrate our 
| position by a recent and prominent example, that of 
| the late Senator Rives, through its gradations, from the 
point of meditated treachery to his party, down to the 
| humble; most humble, most fallen situations, of viru- 
| Jent and false accusation against his benefactors, and of 
| affectionate alliance with those who had exhausted up- 
jon him every term and measire of insult and derision, 
| to the position of accuser and public informer against 
his own former life and actions. In the outset of this 
man’s course of shallow deception, there is scarcely 
any person who does not recollect his oft-repeated pro- 
| testations of amity with the President and of concur- 
| rence in his opinions and principles, w.th the solitary 
|) exception of what Mr. R. thought fit, in order toawaken 
prejudice, to miscall the Sub- Treasury scheme; and there 
| are as few perhaps who do not equally remember that 
| the petulant arrogance, and unkind and uncandid im- 
| putations that marked his harangues against a consti- 
tutional Treasury, and in commendation of his own pre 
posterous scheme of unlimited license to the Banks to 
gamble with the public money, betrayed any disposi- 
tion rather than friendship or even the semblanee of 
| fairness, towards the Federal Executive. 


The misgivings of honest minds produced by the 
| traits just mentioned were turned into disgusting cer- 
tainty by the eagerness with which this individual, 
(though yet in the chrysalis state of Conservatiam,) 
| was snatched into the rapturousembraces ofthe Whigs, 
to the rejection of some of their most prominent and 
long-tried chiefs. Yet against even these demonstra- 
tions, has this man during the past year, permitted him- 
self to be urged upon the country, and upon the friends 
of the Administration as no Whig, and throughout the 
late contested election of Senator, he was not claimed 
or admitted to belong to the Whig party, whilst bisown 
artful epistles were privately used by his followers in or- 
der to continue the delusion, so long as delusion might 
possibly avail. But the din of the strife has hardly subsid- 
ed—the combatants have hardly dispersed from the bat- 
tle ground, when whata spectacle do we behold? Wil- 
liam C. Rives, who had been the unhesitating advocate 
of the most extreme and doubtful acts of Andrew Jack- 
son—William C. Rives, the avowed friend of Martin 
Van Buren, in whose course he had been previously 
enabled to discover only a single error—William C. 
Rives, the pure Conservative; the high missionary sent 
to arbitrate between parties for the good of his country 
—William C. Rives, late so full of dignified reserve 
'and independence, that he could condescend to give no 
partizan pledges; suddenly converted into the partizan 
of the Federal nominee of the Harrisburg Convention; 
of a man again and again denounced by him asa Fede- 
ralist, and ridiculed as wholly incompetent for high 
public trast. Yes, to such a man he is commit- 
ted without reserve or qualification! Not only as he 
now the travelling court-yard declaimer, for one so of- 
ten condemned after years of observation, but he has 
discovered and proclaims egregious offences in those 
with whom he has long participated in thought, m 
word, and in act; becoming thus public informer against 
‘his own previous life and conduct. «We trust, he moy 
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receive from those to whom he now renders absolute | ready cut off by inveterate habit from virtuous associa- | 


fealty the fullest reward of a States’-evidence—we be-| tion, and waiting and ready to be bought up for any 
lieve he will secure from those whom he has sought | term of years.— Yes, it is yourselves of whom these 


to betray the estimation usually won and deserved by Indeed, these 
| Whigs have always betrayed great fear and mistrust 
of the people. And think yon, fellow-citizens, be 
cause you shall have arms placed in your hands, and 
may be taught the skillful use of them for the defence 
of our common country, and for the protection of your 
homes, and all that cheer and bless them, that you will 
thereby be transformed into the mercenaries of any 
Executive, ready at its bidding to sacrifice every object 
of your fondest affections? Reflect foran instanton what 
must be the feelings and opinions entertained of you by 
men whocan degrade you by such suspicions—and how 
great is the outrage that is done you by indulging 
them? We earnestly request you to compare the simple 
and at any rate the harmless suggestion of the Secreta- 
ry of War, (coincident strictly with recommendations 
long since urged upon Congress by George Washing- 
ton and Thomas Jetferson, men almost as patriotic and 
trustworthy as the Whigs of our day,) with the pro- 
_positions af the newly manufactured Republican, 
| William H. Harrison, to place Federal military in- 
|structors in every elementary school and college 
in the Union: and to authorize the President of the 
| United States to issue his mandates directly to the offi- 
|eers of the militia, regardless of any intermediate 
j agency or authority of the State Governments? We 
| ask you to institute this comparison, and (thereupon to 
| pronounce that award which your good sense, your 
| justice and integrity of purpose shall dictate. If, fel- 
low citizens, in the coming Elections, was seen no 
higher object than to visit with signal and condign re- 
|buke, that profligacy in the political morality of the 
Whigs, which confounds or effaces all shades or degrees 


such remarkable characters. 

But his subserviency to party exaction, and the vin- 
dietiveness of wounded yanity, have driven this indivi- 
dual in the race of intemperance and paltry misrepre- 
sentation, beyond the foremost of his new allies. 

When the story of the President’s intention to create 
a standing army (which now so prettily tricks off the 
columns of the chaste Whig press,) was first put in 
circulation, it was heard with contemptuous derision as 
the wretched fabrication of some third or fourth retail- 
erof Whig falsehoods, designed exclusively for those 
whom the most absolute destitution of knowledge 
might subject to the influence of so gross and silly a 
perversion of truth. Soon, however, to the surprise 
and even mortification of those who estimate him most 
lowly, was this report detected as the coinage of the 
late Senator Rives. Yes, by persons who feel no re- 
spect either for the mind or the principles of William 
C. Rives, was this ridiculous tale ascertained with un- 
feigned sorrow to be his peculiar invention; for, these 
persons could perceive and keenly feel that disgrace or 
obloquy could be reflected upon their venerated State, 
by the unworthiness of one who had gained her confi- 
dence, and had been once the representative of her 
high and spotless character. Listen, fellow-citizens, to 
the simple truth upon this subject; and let that truth, 
stern and severe as she is simple, stamp her indelible 
reprobation on whomsoever has dared to trifle with her 
solemn obligations. By the Constitution of the United 
States—article Ist, section 8th—it is declared, that Con- 
gress shall have power “to provide for organizing, arm- 
ing and disciplining the militia, and for governing 


| Whig worthies are in such great dread. 


such part of them as may he employed in the service of | of probity, and which calculates upon a like want of up- 
the United States; reserving to the States, respectively, j rightness in yourselves, we should deem that single’ ob- 
the appointment of the officers, and the authority of train- | ject sufficient to ensure the strenuous efforts of every 
ing the militia according to the discipline prescribed by | lover of freedom and of truth. But, beyond this honor- 
pane. 1h won poe Be power Mes in ot _~ purpose, we ee to you pescb sags eae 
ress, with respect to whic rere can no cavil.— | lably greater force. }pon your exertion a e polis, 
here are many of you, fellow-citizens, old enough to hang the questions how far the character, the principles 
we ae ai the rape + Set last war sn jand the honor of Virginia shall be truly represeated in 
reat Britain; and such of you as have so participated, the Senate of the United States: whether a firm and 
cannot have forgotten the perplexities encountered, | faithful son of the Old Dominion shall be cherished 
and the injuries sustained by reason of the defeetive- and rewarded, and an apostate from her creed, arfd a 
ness of our militia sygtem. By the difference in or- deserter from the ranks of her defenders, be consigned to 
ranization alone betwen the regular army and our mi- | that contempt and obscurity whieh should form the ap- 
itia, much trouble was incurred. : When the latter | propriate retribution for his scandalous delinquency? 
were called into the service of the U. States, in order | Your decision, moreover, must essentially control the 
to produce conformity with the organization of the ar- | hazards of a re-enthronement of Federalism in the na- 
my, officers were necessarily discharged as supernu- tion, with its attendant scourges a National Bank, a 
Meraries; the State faws allowing to the same number | high Tariff, a system of Internal Improvements, and 
of privates a c nt of officers, whieh the laws of) that new and humiliating device of enormous Federal 
the U. 8. forbade. By this separation between the of- | bribery, a distribution of money, or alms-giving from 
ficers and their men, violent excitement was produced | the Federal Government to the Sovereign States of 
amongst the former, who were emulous of service and this Union: but above all—aye, inconceivably above 
distinction; and the latter were dissatisfied and dispi- | all other sources of discord and horror, the audacious 
rited at being deprived of officers to whom they were | pretension which interposes between our slaves and their 
pe 2 9 ee poy in bet oe of: | marten, a peabgerey ccd gl ~~ abe in ous property 
rom a total want of all previous training, the mi-) guarantie ous we mig piead, by the rederal com- 
litia, when suddenly called out and most needed, were | pact; butas we choose rather to affirm, by the higher and 
~_ ignorant of camp and field duty, and were there- | primitive authority of our own Sovereign State: an au- 
ore more subject to disease, less efficient and more ex- | thority,we trust never to be assailed without just resent- 
posed to defeat from a skilful enemy. The truth and | ment, nor without an indignant and unyielding resis- 
the force of the above facts are sufficiently impressed | tance. 





already on all who recollect them, and in an instant | 
must impress themselves on every rational mind. The | 


Amongst other requisitions of the Whigs upon the 
supposed credulity of the people, is their demand for 


Secretary of War, yielding to their force, has, in con- | your belief that William H. Harrison is nota Federal- 


formity with the Constitution, recommended to Con- 
ss the ion of some plan of organizing and mus- 
tering the militia, which shall be the same throughout 
the U.S.—a plan, by which the militia from all parts of 
the country may be enabled at once to act together; or 
with the army,and without confusion or discontent 
such as formerly occurred. The details of this plan, 
the strength of the companies, battalions, &c., the num- 
ber of officers, the duration of the musters, and the sea- 
sons at which they shall take place, are all referred, as 
mecessarily they should be, to Congress; to the people's 
own representatives chosen by themselves: but, as the 
Secretary was aware, that many worthy cultivators of 
the soil are not as wealthy as some of the Whig orators 
who travel and make harangues for the benevolent pur- 
pose of enlightening the people, and, therefore could 
not. well affurd to spare the labor of their sons and to 
maiptain them also when attending the militia train- 
ings, he has suggested the justice of making provision 
for their support, whilst thus employed from home for 
the.benetit of their country. And this is the proposed 
arrangement, which the new. Whig convert and travel- 
ling missionary has so uncandidly and unworthily dis- 
torted into the creation of astanding army fur the esta- 
blishment of Executive despotism, 

To expose more clearly the weakness andwi ckedness 
of this paltry trick,letus enquire of whom is this pretend- 
ed standing army tobe composed? It is of yourselves, 
fellow-citizens—the fathers, the husbands, sons and 
brothers of the community—its sound anid estimable 
population, in no wise resembling the debauched and 
besotted. frequenters of liquor-shops of the towns, al- 


jist. This belief, fellow-citizens, you are required to 
|adopt, in opposition to the evidence furnished by a 
| whole life: in despite of an explicit confession by Gen. 
| Harrison in the face of all Congress, in reply to the 
|eharge of Federalism preferred against him by the 
late John Randolph: in defiance of a public and en- 
thusiastic admiration, avowed as late as the year 1834, 
of the opinions of Daniel Webster, the Ultra-Federalist, 
and sweeping derfouncer of Independent Sovereignty 
in the States. You are reqnired, moreover, to believe 
that William H. Harrison belongs not to the mad and 
paricide sect of Abolitionists—although he has himself 
proclaimed his enrolment in an Association of Aboli- 
tidnists even at the early age of 18 years, as proof of his 
superior fervor in that fanaticism:—although just pre- 
viously to the admission of Missouri into the Union, he 
petined and supported a resolution, that proposed 
the exclusion of slavery from every Territory then held, 
or ever afterwards to be acquired by the U. Stutes—obvi- 
ously deeming this the surest mean of excluding slavery 





States to the purchase and deportation of all the slaves 
in the nation: and in despite of the notoriety of this 
pregnant truth, that Wm. H. Harrison has been nomi- 
nated for the Presidency by the faction of Abolitionists, 
and this too in opposition to the vote of every member of 
the nominating body, who belonged to a slaveholding State. 
You are required to believe it, against these additional 
and conclusive circumstances, that, notwithetandlng 
the anxiety manifested by the Southern people, to be 





| from any new State that should in future apply for ad- | 
| mission. You are to believe thisalso, despite of his | 
| proposal to apply all the surplus revenues of the United | 


informed upon a subject so vitally interesting to them, 
and their earnest and reiterated applications for certain 
knowledge in relation to it, and notwithstanding the 
ease with which our deep solicitnde might be allayed 
| by a manly and frank declaration, such as has reflected 
| infinite honor upon President Van Buren—or almost by 
\¢ single word; yet even that little word is not youch- 
}safed to our well-grounded apprehensions—but upon 
| every matter connected with them, Gen. Harrison main 

{tains the silence of the grave. Various applica- 
tions have been made for his sentimeuts apon this 
lsubject. He has declined to answer them. Ques- 
jtions have been propounded to him, whether he 
; would, like Mr. Van Buren, interpose the shield of 
‘his Veto—But he will not respond. Fellow-citi- 
|zens, the ridicule and the pity which such an unpre- 
cedented proceeding would excite, would indeed be 
extreme, was it not for the insolent Federal Whig doc- 
trine inculcated by it, @ contempluous disregard of rep- 
resentative responsibility. During the late Senatorial 
contest before our Legislature, the same detestable 
heresy was introduced by Whig supporters of the 
apostate Rives; and the arrogant and dishonest re- 
fusal of this man, openly to make known his opin- 
ions, was most absurdly extolled as Senatorial in- 
dependence. Yes, the very extreme of shuffling, du- 
plicity and impudence, was dignified by such an abuse 
of terms—and a deceitful and uncandid intriguer, 
who is now so excessively communicative to all the 
world, who solicits nothing so much as an audience, 
was extravagantly “bepraised,” for efforts to disguise 
his intentions from a community of whom he was at 
the same moment requiring their fullest confidence. In- 
dependence in any man, in office or in private life; that 
is, a superiority to whatever is ignoble or dishonorable, 
is worthy of all admiration; but that independence ina 
represen alive or agent which consists in contumely, 
deceptio. and bad faith towards his constituents, his 
creators, whose will he is bound as far as practicable to 
reflect—such a notion of independence, in one whose 
character and duties are expressed in his very name, is 
an absurdity too gross, a pretension too impudent for 
patient consideration. We have now a second sample 
of Whig independence in Wm. H: Harrison; a foretaste 
we presume, of his administration, should he chance 
to be elected. Can there be any proof more overwhelm- 
ing than that developed in these unheard of transactions; 
any concession more unequivocal or humiliating of 
utter unfitness of this man for a station which calls for 
the clearest intellect, the purest and best tried Repub- 
licanism! But bere we have proposed for that station, 
a man, who shall not, or will not, answer a plain 
common enquiry. Or can that be a greater extreme 
of arrogance, a pretension more at war with the 
very clements of representative Democracy, than the 
exemption from enquiry here claimed, or indeed than 
any qualification of the right of enquiry as to any one 
who seeks the confidenee and support of the People?—- 
But you, fellow-citizens, we are well assured, will not 
tolerate for one instant such folly or such arrogance, 
nor will you mistake the conclusions to which these 
things ought to conduct you. You will see that Wm. 
H. Harrison is both a Feperacist and an ABoLition- 
ist; that his supporters, who. have taken him up as a 
mere instrument to work out their own advantage, well 
know these truihs; that they dare not avow, and are equal- 
ly afraid to deny them. But what should you say— 
what ought you to feel, with respect to any American 
—with respect especially to any Southern man, who 
sustains or can comprehend the relations ‘of parent, 
husband, father, brother, or friend—who cherishes and 
appreciates the associations connected with home— 
with all the enjoyments of cultivated life—and yet to 
gratify his lust of place, or to glut his political animo- 
sities, can lend himself to the elevation of one who, if 
not from wickedness, from folly equally fatal, is pre- 
pared to let loose upen these sources ri 4 wena and 
iinprovement, (to the annihilation of every trace of ci- 
vilized life,) the wildest excesses of rage, brutality and 
ignorance? This. fieree fanaticism of Abolition, thet 
has so audaciously thrust itself into our domestic con- 
cerns, is an enemy with which we can hold no parley, 
and make neither truce nor compromise. It must be 
utterly extirpated from the land, or must inevitably 
spread over ita desolation with which the extremest 
convulsion of the elements is as a delightful ealm.— 
The progress it is making in the Northern States, aided 
as it has been by political faction, is enough to awaken 
our greatest vigilance. We see it too, helped on pro- 
bably there by political views, extending itself amongst 
the nations of Europe, where enthusiasis and factionists, 
who know nothing in truth of our social condition, turn 
from the infinitely greater oppression, misery, wretched- 
| hess and vice, that surround them at home, to busy them- 
| selves in the situation, and to destroy the comforts of a 
people enjoying the blessings of abundance, and a degree 
of happines’ unknown to millions in immediate con- 
tact with these pretended philanthropists. A conven- 
tion of Abolitionists has been lately held in Paris, in 
which the question of slavery in the United States wasa 
subject of consideration. A similar convention, and 
for similar objects, has been announced to meet in the 
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city of London; and we perceive that some of the 
Northern fanatics have so far forgotten their duties and 
situation as Americans,as to have united in this scheme 
of agitation and mischief. Judging from history, of 
the tendency to intrigue amongst the governments 
of the old world; and their unscrupulous employment 
of any means or engine believed to be adapted to 
their views; it may not be extravagant to anticipate 
the employment of this faction by governments 
hostile to our institutions, in attempts to impede the 
growing prosperity of our country; if not to dis- 
sever our confederacy, and utterly to destroy a go- | 
vernment which they have always regarded as inimi- 
cal in its nature and example to the interests of mer 
narchy. These foreign movements magnify in our 
view the perils which threaten us from the zealots of 
Abolition, and strengthen the appeal we here make to 
every friend of the Union, to every Southern man in 
particular, who loves not only his country, but stili 
more his family and his home; and would not.see them 
engulfed in horrors, which the imagination cannot even 
picture, to make no truce, to cherish no sympathies, to 
permit no comity with the votaries of this bloody fa- 
naticism. Nothing less than this is demanded of him 
by the strongest law of Nature. The public life and 
professions of Gen. Harrison, as they have, been mani- 
fested by himself, would alone condemn him as alto- 
gether unsound, tried by every great test of Republican 
principle—when these shal! be viewed in connection 





with the origin and manner of his nomination; with his | 
refusal to comply with the plainest dictates of duty | 
and candor, invoked especially as he has been by | 
the most solemn considerations—bound as he un-| 
questionably is, by the nature of our institutions | 
to shun every concealinent—to present himself to} 
his country bright, transparent as the cloudless day. | 
—We shall be borne out by the honest and can- | 
did of all parties, when under such circumstances, 
we denounce him as we do before our country and 
the world, as both a Federalist and Abolitionist— as 
a man wholly incompetent for the station he emulates | 
—as one whose opinions and actions are inimical to the | 
principles of Democratic Republicans, to whose confi- 
dence and support, therefore, he possesses not a soli 
tary clain. 

We refer you, Fellow-citizens, to the long and com- 
prehensive Address of the Convention, from which we 
derive our powers, for a more detailed exposition of the 
great principles on which this controversy turns. That 
Address presents you with the irresistible objections, 
which may be urged against Gen. Harrison, and the 
strong claims which Mr. Van Buren possesses to your 
continued support. We have thrown into the present 
address some of the topies, which have since been pre- 
sented in the course of this campaign. But itis time to 
be drawing toa close. 

You will have to encounter, Fellow-citizens, a 
great deal of clamour and complaint about the state of 
the market and the low prices of our produce. But these 
Whigs keep out of view, the fact, that prices were 
much lower some years ago, when the Bank of the 
United States wasin full operation,and when no finan- 
cial measure of the Administration could be employed 
as a pretext for such a complaint. They are pleased too 
to forget the causes, which have produced the present 
state of our markets; the profusion of our own pro- 
duce; the state of the foreign market affecting our own; 
as well as the want of active capital in our own coun- 
try, arising from the overbanking and overdealing in 
the United States. They are pleased to keep out of 
view the fact, that the effects of overbanking have been 





power. Two weeks only are before us—But in the in- | 


terval much isto be accomplished. ‘The County-Com- 
mittees ought to meet without delay, and organize, and 
make arrangements for calling out the Voters to the 
Polls. If our ranks are still divided in any county, 


by contesting candidates, we call upon our committees | 


to interpose their good offices at once, to remonstrate 
against this division, and to spare no efforts to induce 
one of the candidatesto withdraw. We are proud to 
hear that our friends in various counties have already 
turned out to meet the Travelling Electors, whom the 
Whigs have sent forth to electioneer among the Peo- 
ple. But these champions have been met by our gal- 


lant volunteers, and in most cases have been signally | 


defeated. We trust to the goodness of our cause and to 
the enthusiasm of our brethren for a similar rally on 
all such occasions. 

We have thus, fellow citizens, placed before you, some 
of the more prominent causes which in the approaching 
contest should arouse you to vigorous action. These 
motives may in a word be summed upjin the solemn ob- 
ligations we sustain to our common country, and to the 
peace and security of our particular homes. We would 
exhort you not less to uniog, than to energy in all your 
proceedings. Let every patriot forget himself in the 
triumph of principle, and in the safety, glory and wel- 
fare of the State and of the nation. Such is the appeal 
of Virginia to her faithfui sons, and surely will her 
voice be reverenced and obeyed.—To tuk Povrs, then, 
To THE Pots! THOMAS RITCHIE, See’ y. 

(In behalf of the Central Committee. ) 


Richmond, April 10, 1840. 


Nailed to the Counter. : 
We lay before our readers a letter from Mo. Silas 


Wright, jr., Senator of the U. S., written at our request. | 


We saw a Whig Elector in Giles county boldly assert- 
ing, that Mr. Van Buren had moved this anti-war reso- 
lution. We saw it flying at the mast-head of several 
Whig presses. It was time, we thought, to arrest the 
cireulation of the base coin upon the best authority— 
and we wrote for Mr. Wright's evidence—and here it 
is, as flat and unequivocal as Janguage can make it.— 
We now call upon the Danville Reporter to take it from 
its mast-head. We call upon the Knoxville Register 
to repair the injustice it has done in its paper of the Ist 
inst. We call upon the Lynchburg Virginian to re- 
tract its belief—for here is -taunthority entitled” to every 
contidence.—It is remarkable, that within six hours af- 
ter receiving Mr. Wright's letter, these three newspa- 


| pers reached us, reeking with the falsehood. The reason 


which the Lynchburg Virginian assigns for its belief of 
it, is indeed most amusing and absurd; viz: that Mr. 
Van Buren had gone for Dewit Clinton, because he was 
“the Peace party candidate.” Why, does he notknow, 
that it was exactly npon the opposite ground that Mr. C. 


was brought forward? Does not Mr. Butler, in his let- | 


ter to Mr. Garland ef 3835, expressly say: **The great 


mass of them, (Mr. C.'s {riends,) so far trom being op- | 


posed to belligerent measures against Great Britain, 
were in favor of a more decided policy than had been 
pursued towards her’’?—But enongh—Mr. Wright's 
letter ought to remove every doubt, and arrest the cir- 
culation of this outrageons forgery, (the Hudson reso- 
lution:) 
Wasutneton, 4th April, 1840. 

My Dear Sir:—I have received your letter, bringing 
to my notice an article which originally appeared, as | 
understand it, ina Southwestern paper, charging Mr 
Van Bnren with-heading a popular anti-war meeting, 
at Hudson in the State of New York, in 1812 or 18)3, 
and moving a resolution to the effect that the war was 
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satisfaction they derived from the reflection that the 
|} war in which the nation had been involved, arduous 
and sanguinary as it had been, was not only rivhteous 
in its origin and successful in its prosecution, but that 
our country had risen from the contest with renovated 
strength aud increased glory.” 

Oi the steadiness, the zealand the ability with which 
the principles and opinions he avowed were sustained 
throughout by Mr. Van Buren, the publication I send 
you will speak for itself. With great respect, 

lam your obedient servant, 
SILAS WRIGIIT, Je 
To Tuomas Ritcuir, Esq. 


| 


To those Conservatives who are not Whigs 

Many believe, that the class to which we now ad- 
dress ourselves, no longer exists—many believe, that 
{the last letter of Wm. C. Rives has carried into’ the 
| Whig ranks the whole of that little band which ence 
| stood forth so gallantly in his support. We cannot be- 
lieve itti—we must yet indulge the hope, that when the 
| treason has heen made apparent, love for the traitor 


| will no longer blind the reasan, or guide the action, of 


| his former friends. Then, to such Conservatives as 
j have not deserted the banner of Democracy, we may 
yet speak, and we shall speak in calmness and in kind- 
ness. Those, who still adhere to the measures of the 
| Administration, have been often accused of attempting 
| to **eajole’’ or to “threcten” the Conservatives. We 
| wish not to “cajole,”’ still less to “threaten."’ We wish 
only to bring before you, the trae relations which you 
| bear to the two great parties whieh now divide this 
| Commonwealth. The result of the April elections is 
|pregnant with your country’s fate. The great moral 
| influence which it will exert, not only in this State, bat 
|tiroughont the Union; the principles involved in the 
| Presidential canvass, and the character of your repre- 
| sentation in the Senate of the U.8., all admonish you 
} to reflect well, before you act—to be led aside by no 
| personal feeling, by no pride of opinion; but to look 
| back to the fundamental principles of your faith, and 
|trustto them alone for guidance. You supported the 
‘administration of Andrew Jackson; you voted for the 
election of Martin Van Buren; you were then opposed 
by the same men who call themselves Whigs now, upon 
the measures of the ve ry men whom you supported and 
jelected. Have you changed, or have they? Have they 
become Democrats, or have you beeome—I will not use 
the word Federalist, applicable as 1 consider it—bat, 
j have you become supporters of a U. 8. Bank, a Tariff 
| of Protection, and Internal Improvements by the Ge- 
| neral Government? Was it not upon these issnes that 
| you voted against Wm. H. Harrison in 1836? Js not 
| he the same man now? Are not his supporters your 
| dld oppevents?—the principles professed by both of 
| them, your ancient abhorrence? 
But there is another cloud that hovers over the name 
i of Harrison—that cloud, which has cast its shadow on 
| many a cheerful heart, and threatens ere long to borst 
jinto a storm which the sacrifice of blood will clone al- 
lay. We do not charge Gen. Harrison with the sin of 
Abolitionism. His course upon that subject has been 
jmarked by windings of the most serpentine description, 
jand while at one moment he votes for the admission of 
| Missouri, at another, he endeavors to impress his con- 
stituents with the belief that he is the decided and un- 
wavering Abolitionist. But this we do charge upon 
him, that he has been called upon for the expression of 
his sentiments on this subject, and refuses to exp'am 
| them; that his nomination at Harrisburg, was efiected 
by Abolition influence, and that among the Abolitionists 
When he was 


| 
| 
} 
| 


he is looked upon as thetr candidate. 


principally brought upon us, by the Pennsylvania Bank | impolitic and disastrous, and that toemploy the mili- | first pominated, the triumphant shouts of the fanatics 


of the United States, which was chartered by them- | 


tia in anoffensive war was unconstitutional. You do} 


could not be stifled—Policy has since suppressed them, 


selves, and whose gross mismanagement has compelled | the President but justice in regarding this imputation | and Harrison nncommitted, is cried up at the North as 


it to suspend specie payment, and caused so many | 


others to imitate itsexample. Ask the Whigs also, what | story of the meeting, the attendance and course of Mr.] at the South we are told he is a Virginian! 


we are to gain by a change of the Administration—by | 
the election of a latitudinous Federalist to the Presi- 
dency —what remedy he is to apply, and what measures 
they are to adopt, for relieving the country. The only 
answer they can fairly ave is, that they are to esta- |} 
blish a Bank of the U. 8S. which is not less dangerous |} 
in the exercise of its power, than it. is incompatible | 
with the Constitution itself. Such is their scheme for re- 
lieving the country—and the rock upon which we may 
be driven, if you should assist in electing Wm. H. Harri- 
son as the President of the U. S. Are you then pre- | 
pared, Citizens of Virginia, fur such a tremendous al- | 
ternative? | 

The Presidential battle will be fought in November. | 
We shall make all the arrangements hereafter for that} 
important election. But an election is at band, which 
will have its moral effect upon that contest in Virginia, 
as well as the intermediate elections in other States.— 
The first gun is to be fired on Thursday, the 23rd_ inst 
—when you will have to eleet the members oF the | 
Legislature: We cannot too earnestly invoke your 
most enthusiastic exertions on that oceasien. The next 
Legislatare will) have to elect two Senators of the U. 
States, and to supply any vacancy which way Oceur in 
the College of Electors We entreat you to go into 
this action with all your energy, and with all your 








as being wholly destitute of foundation in truth. The 


Van Buren, and the “resolution” so formaily given, are 
sheer fabrications, without a single circumstance in fact 
to give countenance to the coinage, or to palliate the 
profligaey of him who first contrived it. 

I send you by this maila pamplilet containing a suc- 


cinct narrative of Mr. Van Buren’s course during the} 


war, from its commencement to its close. It is almost 
entirely a transcript from public documents and public 


records, about the anthenticity ef which there can be no | 


dispute. By it you will see that, instead of regarding 
the war as “impolitiec and disastrous,” his voice was 


invariably raised as well on the Senate floor, as at pub- | 


the resident and citizen of an antr-slavery Stateywhiie 
God save 
us from such Virginians as he and his Lieutenant, Hen- 
ry Cl ty E ‘ 

Gen. Harrison then, is the same now as when he 
|was before a candidate for your suffrages He has ce- 
| tracted nothing of his known opinions; he has explain- 
ed nothing of his doubtful principles, His known opi- 
iniens are all at war with yours; his doubts are of them. 
lselves an injury. But we are told, that the old friends 
of Jackson ought to support him fromthe same motives 
which actnated them in their enthusiasm for the Hero 
lef Orleans. Not so; to Gen. Harrison, the soldier, we 
yield our gratitade—to Gen. Harrison, the politician, 


lic meetings and through the public press, in favor “of| we cannot give our confidence. To Andrew Jackson, 


the high justice and indispensable necessity of the at 
titade which our coantry had taken; of the sacred duty 


| of every real American to support it in that attitude,’ 


and against “the parricidal views of those who refused 


to do so.”’" His opening declaration, upon taking his 


we gave our gratitude for his victories—his principles 
demanded our confidence —his Democracy elevated him 
to the highest office in our gift ; 

In all these things you once comeided with me. Of 
all these things, or of their consequences and results, 


seat in the State Senate, in the fallof 1812, was, it will) you ean say, “pars magna fui —Knowing every thing 


be perceived, in favor “of a rigorous prosecution of the 
war until the necessity for its further continuance 
should be superseded by. an honorable peace.” After 
the peace was concluded, he was called upon to prepare 
resolutions for the State Senate, of which he was still! 


j 
j 
; 


now known, you rejected the claims of Gen. Harrison, 
and voted for Martin Van Buren. Has Martin Van Bu- 
ren changed? Has. le broken any of the pledges given 
in supportof principle, or has he assumed any of the 
ineasures of your enemes? His ruthless and virulent 


a member, which are charaeterized by the same strain |assalatts have never even dared to charge hun with 


of patriotic feeling and sentiment, declaring “the proud 


either. Where, then, do you differ with him?” The 
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Sub-Treasury scheme is the rock on which you have | anfortunately, applies with equal truth sometimes to, Have the Whigs done this? What has this Adminis- 
aplit. You fear it, as placing too much power in the | individuals of both parties. But it can rarely be mis- | tration done to give countenance to the slander? It 
hands of the President; you fear it as a novelty; you | applied to the Whigs—to that piebald party, who, pro-| has given time to the Banks to pay their dues to the 


fear its operation against the Banks. 
the Sub-Treasury bill, as it has passed the Senate of the 
U.S. You will there find, that your first fear is but 
the unreal phantom of a dream. Under no system of 
finance, that has ever been proposed in America; will 
Congress have more absolute power over the purse- 


strinvs of the nation—under no other system are the | 


penalties against bad and dishonest men more strong, 
or more efficient. But it is not this subject which we 


wish to discuss; for even, if all your fears in regard to | 


the Sub-Treasury are just, we yet sincerely believe, 
that you must prefer even it toa Bank of the U.5S., 
and the other tremendous schemes of the old Federal 
school, which would merge the States in one great con- 
solidated Government, or drive us, through disunion, an- 
archy, and war, to the last refuge ae tman—the 
foot of the despot’s throne, Martin Van Buren, then, 
adyocates one measure, which you disapprove--upon 
every other subject, you are of the same opinign—the 
vast majority of the Democracy, whose principles you 
entertain, still support him., Gen. Harrison disagrees 
with yon inevery thing, except in regard to the measure 


in which you disagree with Mr. Van Buren; and, as a} 


substitute for that measure, he is o> to sanction 
one which has always been your peculiar aversion. His 
friends and adherents are those against whom you have 
always been arrayed, disguised under whatever name 
they may be. Look at the men, and you will know 
them for your ancient enemies. Again, I ask, have you 
changed? They say they have not changed. 

But there is another subject which has lately been 
brought forward With-tremendous Uproar by the parti- 
zans of Whiggery—“a standing army of 200,000 men” 
—“the liberties of the country at the mercy of the bayo- 
net’'—“Executive spies in every corner of the land” 
—the freedom of the press, the freedom of speech des- 
troyed.’’ These, and many choice phrases like them, 
make the welkin ring. From the miserable and despe- 
rate conductors of certain prints, whose sole object 
seems to be falsehood, whose sole food is slander and 
abuse, this might have been expected; but, that Win. 
C. Rives should have added this to the other dark stains 
that tarnish the glory of his esecutcheon, we could 
searcely have believed. ‘.Vemo reperte turpissi- 
mus,’ is an old and approved maxim. It has here 
failed; anda man, who has received aimost every honor 
that proud Virginia could give him, deliberately and 
wilfully falsifies a known pa proved fact. What isthe 
truth of this affair? Mr. Poinsett has, with Mr. Van 
Buren’s approval, submitted a scheme to Congress for 
the drilling of 100,000 of the militia, from 10 to 30 days 
in each year, at the discretion of Congress, to be offi- 
cered according to the laws of their respective States, 
and while in service to receive compensation from the 
General Government—the whole cost of which will, 
according to the length of time, vary from five to fifleen 
hundred thousand dollars per annum. Mr. P. has been 
guided, in submitting the scheme, by a wish to make 
the militia of this country more effective in case of war, 
which we must expect sooner or later, and as a preven- 
tive to which, nothing operates so far as the reputation 
of being prepared. It is, then, of the militia, annually 
changing the draft, that this great standing army is to 


be composed. Itis the militia whoare to enslave them- | 


selves, (for ten days, at a cost of less than five hundred 
thousand dollars,) and to act as spies for the Execu- 
tive, upon their wives and children, we suppose; (for, 
they will hardly spy upon themselves.) This is the 
monstrous scheme which, Mr. William C. Rives delibe- 
rately says, gives strong assurance of despotic inten- 
tions on the part of Martin Van Buren, while the rabid 
assailants of the Administration in Congress have not 
themselves the assurance to attempt. making political 
capital out of it. Poor Rives, he is badly off for a stalk- 
ing horse! ; 

The old charges of profligacy and wagte of the public 
money, which the Opposition always has at the tip of 
its tongue, need not be again refuted for your bene- 
fit. The same charges were by the same men brought 
against Jackson, when you elected him the second time, 
and urged as arguments against Van Buren, when you 
elected him the first. You did not believe them then— 
Have they been proven since? 

We have addressed ourselves solely to those Conser- 
vatives who are not Whigs. We have reasoned with 
_ calmly and coolly. We have avoided flattery. We 

ave avoided menace—And all that we ask of you now, 
is, to reflect upon what we have said; to compare the 
claims of Van Buren with the claims of Harrison—the 
supporters of Van Buren with the supporters of Harri- 
son—then go to the polls in April, and give one vote 
for your country. a 





{> But for our great confidence in the sterling good 
sense and patriotism of the people, we should really 
doubt both the value and permanency of Democratic 
institutions. It is quite natural, that there should bea 

at many aspirants to distinction and to office; but is 
it not strange, that, in an intelligent community, they 
should be so desperate and unprincipled? This remark, 


| all. me of their leading presses have defined Whig- 
| gery to mean nothing more nor less than opposition to 
Mr. Van Buren. That is, the outs against the ins.— 
Banded together for the avowed purpose of clutching 
power and dividing the spoils, they are like the hungry 
hyenas of the desert. Who that falls in their way es- 
capes immolation! Who has virtue enough to shield 
him against their calumny! 


their brain and the right hand of fellowship, so soon as 
he joins the standard of Whiggery! Let a Republi- 
can prove recreant to his party, abandon his principles 
and join them—no matter how irredeemably infamous 
they may have only recently pronounced him—he is re- 
ceived with triumphant acclamations. If, like Benedict 
| Arnold, he had stood high in the confidence and employ- 
mentof their opponents, they straightway offer to con- 
fer upon him equabrank and consideration among them- 
selves as the expected and accustomed reward of treason. 
The continued, unceasing throes and struggles of a 
party thus constituted and ingnriated, are well calculated 
to excite uneasiness in tie mind of every friend of ra- 
tional liberty. Look at the conduct of the Whig party, 
especially in the towns and cities where they have over- 
whelming majorities! Is not the measure of their pro- 
scription even extended to “that social intercpurse, har- 
mony and affection, without which liberty, and even 
life itself, are but dreary things’? Do they not every 
where affect a superiority in every thing—swagger and 
bluster and brag? Do they not deny the competency of 
the people to govern the country, or even to vote pro- 
perly for persons capable of doing it? The writer has 
heard a hundred Whigs say, within the last year, that 
the people were too ignorant to be entrusted with the 
choosing of their representatives!! This is the old Fe- 
deral doctrine—and this contempt of the people is the 
only reason, that can be given for the flood of lies and 
inisrepresentations that are every day attempted to be 
palmed off by the Whigs. Nothing is too monstrous to 
be told, if any political effect is likely to be produced by 
the fib. All gentlemanly candor and fair argument are 
thrown to the winds. Power is the prize, and it must 
be won, and with it the spoils. No matter for the means: 
—any and all must be used. “All the talents’’ must 
be exerted—‘“‘all the wealth,”’ if necessary, must pour 
out considerations on the vulgar rabble—and “all the 
decency”’ will shield and cover uperrors and mistakes. 
The merchants say E. E. in such a category. ° 





THE SLANG, AND THE REAL DRIFT OF THE WHIGS! 
Read the following!—hear him for his-cause! 
Bank or No Bankt--Harrison or Van Buren? 

The Whigs, driven from all their other grounds 
of attack, and not daring to support the a issues 
before the people, of Bank or No Bank, &c. &c.; 
or those which they have lately made respecting the 
New Jersey election, and the payment of State debts 
by means of the public lands; have turned their batter- 
ies in other directions, and are endeavoring by bold as- 
sertions, unsupported by proof, and by the grossest 
misrepresentations, to deceive and mislead the Voters 
of this State. They assert, that the present distresses 
'of the country, and the derangement of the currency, 
are owing to the measures of the Administration, but 
| they do not point vut those measures, nor pretend to 
| trace their effects. They know, that the most intelli- 

nt Whig journals themselves, have attributed the 
fall of property, the low price of produce, the suspen- 
sion of the banks, and the decay of commerce, to far 
different causes, not connected at all with the action of 
the Government. Indeed, no one was hardy enough 
to repeat the stale slanders of the panic times, except 
a few ignorant hacks of party, until Mr. Rives, 
amongst his other disingenuous quibbling to support a 
shattered reputation, revived'them. On this subject, 
and on several others, he gave the tone to his new al- 
lies, who were ashamed to volunteer charges which 
they knew to be false. : 
ut, let us for a moment consider the truth of the as- 
sertion, which attributes tothe Administration the de- 
rangement of the currency of the country, and the 
consequent stagnation of business. How is a Govern- 
ment, with very limited powers to promote, or to affect 
injuriously, the prosperity of individuals in conducting 
their ordinary pursuits? It may make unwise treaties 
disastrous to trade, or it may rashly involve the coun- 
try in war, and create thereby a large national debt, 
which always depresses industry; but its powers are 
inadequate to the effects now ascribed to it. Arbitrary 
and despotic Governments may be held responsible, 
with some show of reason, for periods of depression 
and calamity, but where the people govern themselves 
through their representaves, it is idle and unjust to at- 
tribute to the Executive evils produced by the very spi- 
rit of enterprize and speculation, to which freedom 
gives birth. At all events we have a right to expect, 
that those who make the charges shall put their fingers 
upon the obnoxious measures they condemn, and say 
to the people, “here is the origin of your distress.” 








Will you look at | ign ee variety of principle, have no principle at! Government; it has extended eredit upon the duty 


!bends of the merchants, and it has so conducted its 
financial operations as rather to facilitate than embar- 
rass the action of State institutions. It has even been 
charged with leaving more money on deposite im 
| these institutions, than it ought to have done in pru- 
| dence; and if losses accrue on this account, we shail 
see the Whigs opening ih full cry to hunt down the 


And who, however dis- | Administration for its liberality. Are these the mea- 
graced, fallen and debased, is denied the hosannahs of sures that have destroyed credit and commerce; and if 


| not, what more has this Administration done? It has 
| recommended (perhaps it may be replied) an Independ- 
‘ent Treasury, and the very prospect of succeeding in 
| that measure has paralyzed the energies of the country. 
| If this be so, it ought to have had that effect at an ear- 
\lier period. But until October, 1839, the country was 
| comparatively prosperous, and even now property and 
| produce command better prices than at several former 
| periods when a National Bank was in full operation, 
and all the State institutions undeterred from granting 
facilities by any dread of a Sub-Treasury. It is per- 
fectly obvious, that this measure cannot affect the 
banks, unless it be to add to their security by making 
them more cautious in granting Joans to speculators 
and monopolizers on accommodation paper. Mr. Gal- 
latin himself, who was no friend to the proposition, nor 
to the Administration, scouted the idea that the require- 
ment of a few millions of dollars annually, to pay the 
public dues, to be pa:d out to the Government credit- 
ors as soon as received, could embarrass any sound 
| State bank; and | think it demonstrable that it strength- 
ens the banking institutions in al] the. States where 
more is expended thanis paid. (As is decidedly the case 
in Virginia.) Mr. Gallatin opposed the measure, be- 
cause he was in favor of a National Bank, and this 
brings me to the true Whig meaning, when it is said 
that the distresses of the country are chargeable upon 
the Administration, and that any change will be for 
the better. 

The Whigs really ‘mean to affirm, that the grand 
panacea for all the evils, real or imaginary, under which 
we labor, is to be found in a National Bank. Nine out 
of ten hold this doctrine, and would preach it openly, 
if they were not afraid of the people. It is for his op- 
position to this, their favorite scheme, that they so vio- 
lently oppose Mr. Van Buren, who by turning a sum- 
merset to-morrow, on this cardinal point, might convert 
them into friends. Their other objections are mere pre- 
tences to cover and conceal this capital one. They know, 
that Harrison, if elected, will sign the Bill. No man who 
reads his prevaricating letters, can doubt for a moment, 
that he will yield to their arguments of a supposed 
necessity for such a machine, to facilitate the collection 
and distribution of the finances. And thus, my fel- 
low-citizens of Virginia, you will have saddled upon 
you an institution with a capital of fifty or seventy- 
five millions, which will save you the trouble hereafter 
of governing yourselyes. Look to it in time, and do 
not suffer this cuckoo note of distress to drive you 
from your propriety! » 








Items of News. 

Mr. Betts, one of the Senators of Cnnnecticut, died at Washing- 
ton on Tuesday morning—in consequence of which, no business 
was done in either House on Wednesday or Thursday.—The H. of 
R. had been previously in full blast with the Speeches of the Whigs, 
with the idle hope of making capital for the elections.—Mr. J. W. 
Jones, Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, was press- 
ing the = business upon them—the appropriation laws, &c.; 
but the Whigs were spinning out the time in idle debate, and the 
country is suffering by the delay. 

Developments have been made of a Whig Club of nine members 
of Congress, (John Bell, John M. Botts, &c., &c.,) who have raised 
a purse to émploy the Press, (the Madisonian,) and use their frank - 
ing privilege for seven months, to flood the nation with Whig pa- 
pers, &c., &c. 

New Abolition Sign.—The Philanthropist (the Abolition organ 
at Cincinnati) abuses the present Administration as “ essentially 
Southern in its principles and policy,” and publishes among other 
signs of amalgamation (between Harrisonism and Abolitionism) a 
jetter from Mr. Hance, an uncompromising Whig and Abolitionist. 
He protests against such a movement as they have made in Alba- 
ny, for nominating Birney, and says: ‘Have the Abolitionists not 
already reason to congratulate themselves on the concessions made 
to their influence in the nomination of Gen. Harrison? Most as- 
surediy they have. Js not the Harrishurg nomination a great Aboli- 
tion victory, acquired without a single direct effort of ours? And what 
does this promise us in future, if we only remain true to our firat 
principles,’’—The truth is, the great body of Abolitionists will go 
for Harrison, if he does not offend them by coming out, as the South 
demands of him. 

The Whigs have carried Connecticut, perhaps by 4,000—but Vir- 
ginia, on the 23d inst., will turn the tables upon all the Whigs.— 
Our sky is bright—Our accounts from all quarters cheering. A iet- 
ter from Winchester of Wednesday, says, ‘‘We shall beat the 
Whigs in this county (Frederick) by 100 certain, and carry Opie 
also certain.—The great Whig festival of the 15th, will do the Feds. 
positive harm—T hey have missed the mark by getting Rives here.’” 
—Friends of the gloriows Democracy of Old Virginia, Heads up! 
Do your duty. All is safe! 

We have crowded into our present No. many valuable MSS. and 
printed articles.—Read all. The “Cross of Fire” is spreading 
through the State. Read “Bank or No Bank,” &c., especially. 


MARKETS.— Ricumonp, April 9, 1840. 

Tosscco—Breaks now average 50 a 75 bhds. per 
day—prices remain aniform. 

Frour—Receipts have been large for several days, 
and the demand extensive—sales at $4 624 per barrel. 

Wueat—Sales at 100 a 105. 
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